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No good deed goes unpunished. I had volunteered to 
tar the roof on my father's shed. I was about halfway 
done when I slipped and fell flat on my face getting 
black goop all over my shirt, my pants, even my hair. 

Hearing the thud, Dad looked up. "What happened?" 

I got up and began to say, "All I did was..." when my feet 
shot out from under me and I flipped into the tarry 
mess a second time. 

"You know," Dad said dryly, "you could have just told 
me." 

 

 

 

 

 

My son's teacher was explaining the freezing process to 
his twelfth grade class and mentioned that his 
grandfather, a few days before, had told him he beat 
frost by watering his vegetables just before nightfall. 
One of his students looked at him. "I don't believe it!"  
he exclaimed. 

Ready to defend the technique, he asked him what he 
didn't believe. "That your grandfather's still alive," the 
astonished boy replied. 

 

 

You know you are getting old when you fall down and 
wonder what else you can do while you are down there. 

 

 

I was standing in line at a restaurant, waiting to pay my 
bill behind two women who handed the young waitress 
a credit card. After swiping the card through the card 
reader, she loudly called out to her manager, "Mr. 
Calvet, what do I do if it says REJECTED?" 

As the women's faces reddened and customers turned 
to look, Mr. Calvet walked out from the kitchen. 

"Well," he answered, wiping his hands, "the first thing 
you do is shout it out loud enough to embarrass the 
customer, who might have been thinking of leaving you 
a tip." 

 

 

It's amazing how the sentence "don't believe everything 
you read on the Internet" is the same backwards as it is 
forwards. 

 

 



A young woman drove into the garage where I had a 
part time job. She told me this was her first car, and it 
was time for an oil change.  Wanting only the best for 
her prized possession, she'd brought her own filter and 
oil. 

When I crawled under the car, she watched my every 
move. After the old oil was drained, she gave me the 
new filter, saying she had bought the very best product 
for her car after overhearing a conversation between 
her mother and a neighbor on the subject of oil. 

With a confident smile, she handed me two cans of 
Pure Extra Virgin Olive Oil. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

One reason it's so hard to save money is that our 
neighbors are always buying something we can't afford. 

 

 

My wife called me after driving to an appointment. She 
arrived and I could tell from her voice that she was 
getting frustrated. Finally she said, "I know I had my cell 
phone with me. And now I can't find it!" 

I replied, "Aren't you talking on it?"  

There was a solid period of stunned silence as the 
reality of the situation sank in, followed by, "You are 
NOT going to tell anybody about this!" 

As a frequent flier, I get annoyed when other 
passengers disregard the airline attendant's plea to stay 
seated when the plane taxies to the gate. One 
attendant captured my heart by announcing: 

"The captain will be parking the aircraft at Gate 41 in 
approximately two minutes. I've seen the captain's car. 
So if I were you, I'd remain seated." 

 

 

The greatest advantage to speaking the truth is 
that you don't have to remember what you said. 

 

 

In a department store, a difficult customer and a very 
patient clerk were having a hard time getting together. 
Nothing the clerk provided was suitable. 

Finally, the finicky shopper said in annoyance, "Can't 
you find a smarter clerk to serve me?" 

"No," said the saleswoman. "The smarter clerk saw you 
coming and disappeared." 

 

 

Most people believe that if it ain't broke, don't fix it. 

Engineers believe that if it ain't broke, it doesn't have 
enough features yet. 

 

 

A wealthy man commissioned Pablo Picasso to paint a 
portrait of his wife. Startled by the nonrepresentational 
image on the final canvas, the woman's husband 
complained, "It isn't how she really looks." 

When asked by the painter how she really looked, the 
man produced a photograph from his wallet. 

Returning the photography Pablo observed, "Small, isn't 
she?" 

 

 

It's amazing what you can accomplish if you don't care 
who gets the credit. 
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A bus full of noisy tourists arrives at Runnymede, 
England. 

They gather around the guide who says, "This is the 
spot where the barons forced King John to sign the 
Magna Carta." 

A man pushing his way to the front of the crowd asks, 
"When did that happen?" 

"1215," answers the guide. 

The man looks at his watch and says, "Darn! Just missed 
it by a half hour!" 

A fisherman accidentally left his day's catch under the 
seat of a bus. 

The next evening, the newspaper carried an ad: 

"If the person who left a bucket of fish on the No. 47 
bus would care to come to the garage, he can have the 
bus." 

A woman out driving with her husband was speeding 
along at about 60 MPH in a 50 MPH zone. A motorcycle 
cop appeared alongside and pulled her over. Deciding 
to give her a break, the cop said, "I'm going to put you 
down for fifty-five." 

The woman turned to her husband. "See! I told you this 
dress makes me look old." 

Toward the end of our senior year in high school, we 
were required to take a CPR course.  

The classes used the well known mannequin victim, 
Resusci-Annie, to practice.  Typical of most models, this 
Resusci-Annie was only a torso, to allow for storage in a 
carrying case.  

The class went off in groups to practice. 

As instructed, one of my classmates gently shook the 
doll and asked "Are you all right?"  He then put his ear 
over the mannequin's mouth to listen for breathing.  

Suddenly he turned to the instructor and exclaimed, 
"She said she can't feel her legs!" 

Anxious to "include" as many minorities, religions and 
disabilities as possible, the human resources 



department of the University of (name removed to 
protect the innocent) has put up a Braille poster  
outside its main office. The poster has been placed 
inside a display case with a glass front. 

[This is brought to you by the same geniuses who put 
Braille instructions on the drive up window at the bank.] 

 

 

 

 

A man took his son fishing one day.  After a few hours in 
the boat with not much to do, the son started asking his 
father some questions.  

"How does the boat float?" he asked. 

The man thought about the question for a moment, 
then said, "I don't really know, son." 

"Well, how do fish breath underwater?" 

The man scratched his head.  "I guess I don't know the 
answer to that one either." 

"Why is the sky blue?" the boy persisted. 

The father replied, "I really don't know, son." 

The boy started to worry that his father was getting 
upset at all the questions.  "Do you mind me asking 
questions, Dad?" 

His father immediately reassured him.  "No, of course 
not, son!  If you don't ask questions, you'll never learn 
anything!" 

 

 

O'Reilly was in a bit of a fix. He was filling in an 
insurance form and was asked to state how his parents 
had died. His mother was not a problem, she had died 

of a coronary at the age of 71, but his father had been 
hanged for murder at the age of 46. 

He did not want to say this, though, so after a bit of 
thought came up with a solution and filled in the form: 

"My father died at the age of 46 when a platform 
collapsed at a public occasion." 

 

 

At a small zoo, visitors often ignored the many large 
signs that said, "Don't feed the animals!" 

The zookeeper did not want to impose fines so he tried 
a different approach. 

He posted signs saying, "Feed the animals for only 
twenty dollars!" and suddenly no one wanted to. 

 

 

A honeymoon couple is in the Watergate Hotel.  

The new bride is concerned and asked, "What if the 
place is still bugged?"  

The groom says "Hmm...  Good point.  I'll look for a 
bug."  

He looks behind the drapes, behind the pictures, under 
the rug . . . "AHA!" he shouts! 

Sure enough, under the rug was a small disc shaped 
plate, with four screws.  He gets his Swiss army knife, 
unscrews the screws, throws them and the plate out 
the window. 

The next morning, the hotel manager asks the 
newlyweds "How was your room?  How was the 
service?  How was your stay at the Watergate Hotel?"  

Curious, the groom says, "And why, sir, are you asking 
me all of these questions?"  

The hotel manager says "Well, the room UNDER yours 
complained of the chandelier falling on them!" 

 

 

One of my customers at the Department of Motor Vehicles 
wanted a personalized license plate with his wedding 
anniversary on it. As we completed the paperwork he 
explained, "This way I can't forget the date." 

A few hours later, I recognized the same young man 
waiting in my line. When his turn came, he said somewhat 
sheepishly, "I need to change the numbers on that plate 
application." 
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A little boy forgot his lines in a Primary sacrament 
meeting presentation. 

His mother, sitting in the front row to prompt him, 
gestured and formed the words silently with her 
lips, but it didn't help.  Her son's memory was 
blank. 

Finally she leaned forward and whispered the cue, 
"I am the light of the world." 

The child beamed and with great feeling and a 
loud, clear voice said, "My mother is the light of the 
world." 

 

 

 
Taken at my grandson’s flag-football game October 13, 2012 in Eagle 
Mountain, Utah. 

 

 

An American businessman goes to Japan on a business 
trip, but he doesn't care for Japanese food, so he asks 
the concierge at his hotel if there's any place around 
where he can get American food. 

The concierge tells him he's in luck, there's a pizza place 
that just opened, and they deliver. The concierge gives 
the businessman the phone number, and he goes back 
to his room and orders a pizza. 

Thirty minutes later, the delivery guy shows up to the 
door with the pizza. 

The businessman takes the pizza, and starts sneezing 
uncontrollably. He asks the delivery man, "What on 
earth did you put on this pizza?" 

The delivery man bows deeply and says, "We put on the 
pizza what you ordered, pepper only." 

 

 

Once there was a millionaire who collected live 
alligators.  He kept them in the pool in back of his 
mansion.  The millionaire also had a beautiful single 
daughter.  

So one day he decides to throw a huge party, and 
during the party he announces: "My dear guests, I have 
a proposition to every man here.  I will give one million 
dollars or my daughter to the man that can swim across 
this pool full of alligators and emerge unharmed!" 

As soon as he finished his last word there was the sound 
of a large SPLASH!  One guy was in the pool, swimming 
as fast as he could, and the crowd was cheering him on.  
Finally he made it to the other side unharmed. 

The millionaire was impressed.  He said "My boy that 
was incredible!  Fantastic!  I didn't think it could be 
done!  Well I must keep my end of the bargain, so which 
do you want: my daughter or the one million dollars? 

The guy says "Listen I don't want your money!  And I 
don't want your daughter!  I just want the goober who 
pushed me into that pool! 

 

 

"What did you do this weekend?" 

"I dropped some hooks into the water." 

"How was the fishing?" 



"I wasn't fishing; I was golfing." 

 

 

Unaware that Indianapolis is on Eastern Standard Time 
and Chicago on Central Standard Time, Bob inquired at 
the Indianapolis airport about a plane to Chicago. 

"The next flight leaves at 1:00 p.m.," a ticket agent said, 
"and arrives in Chicago at 1:01 p.m." 

"Would you repeat that, please?" Bob asked. 

The agent did so and then inquired, "Do you want a 
reservation?" 

"No," said Bob, "But I think I'll hang around and watch 
that thing take off." 

 

 

 

 

 

A flight attendant on a United Airlines cross-country 
flight, about 30 minutes outbound from LA, nervously 
announced: "I don't know how this happened, but we 
have 103 passengers aboard and only 40 dinners." 

When the passenger's muttering had died down, she 
continued, "Anyone who is kind enough to give up his 
meal so someone else can eat will receive free drinks 
for the length of the flight." 

Her next announcement came an hour later. "If anyone 
wants to change their mind, we still have 29 dinners 
available!" 

 

 

 

 

 

The two young boys were discussing their ailments 
together in the children's ward. 

"Are you medical or surgical?" asked the first, who had 
been in the ward for a week. 

"I don't know what you mean," replied the second. 

"It's simple," replied the first.  

"Were you sick when you came in here?  Or did they 
make you sick when you got here?" 

 

 

Over the years, my husband and I have usually managed 
to decode the cute but confusing gender signs 
sometimes put on restaurants' restroom doors (Buoys 
and Gulls, Laddies and Lassies, etc.), but every so often 
we get stumped. 

Recently my husband Dave wandered off in search of 
the men's room and found himself confronted by two 
marked doors.  One was labeled "Bronco," and the 
other was designated "Cactus." Completely baffled, he 
stopped a restaurant employee passing by.  "Excuse me; 
I need to use the restroom," Dave said.  Gesturing 
toward the doors, he asked, "Which one should I use?" 

"Actually, we would prefer you to go there," the 
employee said, pointing to a door down the hall marked 
"Men." 

"Bronco and Cactus are private dining rooms." 
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A young man was applying for a job in a big company. 

"I'm sorry," said the personnel manager, "but the firm is  
overstaffed; we have more employees now than we 
really need." 

"That's all right," replied the young man, 
undiscouraged, "the little bit of work I do won't be 
noticed anyway." 

 

 

 

 

 

Murphy's Laws for Parents  

1.  The tennis shoes you must replace today will go on 
sale next week. 

2.  Leakproof thermoses -- will. 

3.  The chances of a piece of bread falling with the grape 
jelly side down is directly proportional to the cost of the 
carpet. 

4.  The garbage truck will be two doors past your house 
when the argument over whose day it is to take out the 
trash ends. 

5.  The shirt your child must wear today will be the only 
one that needs to be washed or mended. 

6.  Gym clothes left at school in lockers mildew at a 
faster rate than other clothing. 

7.  The item your child lost, and must have for school 
within the next ten seconds, will be found in the last 
place you look. 

8.  Sick children recover miraculously when the 
pediatrician enters the treatment room. 

9.  Refrigerated items, used daily, will gravitate toward 
the back of the refrigerator. 

10.  Mothers, your chances of being seen by someone 
you know dramatically increase if you drive your child to 
school in your robe and curlers 

 

 

On her 40th birthday a wife waltzed out of the bedroom 
dressed in an old outfit that she dug out of the back of 
the closet. 

"I wore this on my 30th birthday! I guess that means my 
wardrobe is ten years old," she said to her husband, 
hoping he'd take the hint and buy her some new clothes 
as a present. 

"Or," he offered instead, "it means when you were 30 
you had the body of a 40-year-old." 

(He is expected to be discharged from the hospital next 
week but he will always walk with a limp). 

 

 

While working at the Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney 
World, I was responsible for emptying the trash cans in 
front of the castle. 



One afternoon as I was changing out the trash bag in 
one of the refuse bins, I saw a small girl point at me and 
overheard her ask her mother, "Who's that lady?" 

"Why, honey," her mother replied, "that must be 
Cinderella, before she met her fairy godmother!" 

 

 

 

The real reason it took 2 years to finish I-15!!! 

 

 

While talking with my semi-deaf uncle one evening, I 
noticed that his "hearing aid" was actually an earphone 
from a transistor radio. The wire had been cut and was 
sticking out of his shirt. 

"How does that help your hearing?" I asked. 

"Don't help my hearing none," he replied.  "Makes 
people talk louder." 

 

 

I was not thrilled with the idea of letting my clueless 13-
year-old son babysit his younger brothers, even though 
he begged me to. 

"What about a fire?" I asked, referring to my No. 1 
concern. 

"Mom," he said, rolling his eyes, "I'm a Boy Scout. I 
know how to start a fire." 

 

 

A young man had just gotten his driving permit.  He 
asked his father, who happened to be an Area Seventy, 
if they could discuss his use of the car. 

His father said to him, "I'll make a deal with you.  You 
bring your grades up, study your scriptures, participate 
in family home evening, and get your hair cut, then we 
will talk about it." 

A month later the young man came back and again 
asked his father if they could discuss his use of the car. 

His father said, "Son, I'm very proud of you. You have 
brought your grades up, you've studied your scriptures 
and done well in seminary, and your participation in 
family home evening has been great, but you didn't get 
a hair cut!" 

The young man waited a moment and replied, "You 
know dad, I've been thinking about that.  You know 
Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had 
long hair, and even the Savior had long hair." 

His father replied, "Yes son, and they walked 
everywhere they went!" 

 

 

A man comes up to the owner of a lumberjack business 
and says, "I need a job and I think I'm pretty good." 

The owner replied, "Okay, show me what you can do, 
chop down that redwood over there." The man said 
okay and left.  Five minutes later he came back and was 
done. 

The owner was shocked and asked, "How did you chop 
that tree down so fast?" 

The man said, "I got a lot of practice in the Sahara." 

The owner replied, "You mean the Sahara desert?" 

"Yes" he said, "or at least that's what they call it now." 

 

 

A well-dressed man approached a woman at a health 
food store and in a clipped British accent asked her 
exactly what she did with the tofu in her basket. 

 
She said she normally puts it in the refrigerator, looks at 
it for several weeks and then throws it away. 

The man replied, "That's exactly what my wife does 
with it. I was hoping you had a better recipe." 

 

 

Birds take off at sunrise. On the opposite side 
of the world, they are landing at sunset. This 
causes the earth to spin on its axis. 
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In my senior year I reluctantly took a required 
psychology course. The first day, the professor 
commented on each student's major, trying to provoke 
a response. It was working - some students were 
becoming defensive. When it was my turn, I told him I 
was a music major. 

"So," asked my professor, "what does your father think 
of you wasting your education to study music?" 

"He's just thankful," I shot back, "that I didn't go into 
psychology." 

 

 

 

A pure “Guthrie” moment from the past. 

A Canadian customer was calling to find out if there was 
a faster way to trigger menu commands than mousing 
up to the menus. 

Agent: Certainly, sir. There are keyboard shortcuts for 
many of those commands. For example, suppose you 
want to trigger the Select All command... 

Caller: Yes, I use that one all the time! How do I do it? 

Agent: Well, you just press Control-A. 

Caller (after a pause): Well, that's not working for me. 

Agent: Do you have a text document open in front of 
you? 

Caller: Yes, I sure do. 

Agent: OK, now press Control-A. 

Caller: I am, but nothing happens. 

Agent: The text isn't highlighted? 

Caller: No, there's no change at all. 

Agent: That's odd. If you press Control-A the whole 
document should be highlighted. Try it again. Press 
Control-A. Tell me exactly what's happening. 

Caller (nearing his Canadian breaking point): Listen. I'm 
pressing Control, eh? And nothing's happening, eh? 

 

 

Tom was so excited about his promotion to Vice 
President of the company he worked for and kept 
bragging about it to his wife for weeks on end. 

Finally she couldn't take it any longer, and told him, 
"Listen, it means nothing, they even have a vice 
president of peas at the grocery store!" 

"Really?" he said.  Not sure if this was true or not, Tom 
decided to call the grocery store. 

A clerk answers and Tom says, "Can I please talk to the 
Vice President of peas?" 



The clerk replies, "Canned or frozen?" 

 

 

A couple was going out for the evening. They'd gotten 
ready, all dolled up, cat put out, etc. The taxi arrives, 
and as the couple got out, the cat shoots back in. They 
don't want the cat shut in the house, so the wife goes 
out to the taxi while the husband goes upstairs to chase 
the cat out. The wife, not wanting it known that the 
house will be empty explains to the taxi driver, "He's 
just going upstairs to say goodbye to my mother." 

A few minutes later, the husband gets into the cab, 
"Sorry I took so long," he says. "Stupid old thing was 
hiding under the bed and I had to poke her with a coat 
hanger to get her to come out!" 

 

 

 

Somebody forgot to tell UVU President Holland about 
the new concrete medians UDOT put in. 

 

 

My mother-in-law recently moved to a seniors' 
residence where they ask everyone to double-bag their 
garbage so it doesn't spill or break on the way down the 
garbage chute. 

Since she does little shopping herself, she's asked us to 
bring her our used bags. 

Living fifteen miles out of town, however, it isn't always 
convenient for us to boost her supply. So the next time 
we took her shopping, I explained the situation to the 
cashier, who kindly gave us a handful of extra bags. 

The next day, my mother-in-law called. "Robert, can you 
please bring over some plastic shopping bags?" 

"But, Mother," I said, puzzled, "you got 30 extra bags 
yesterday." 

"Oh, no, dear," she replied. "I can't use those for 
garbage. They're brand new!" 

 

 

About 90 fifth-graders piled into the airliner I was flying, 
on their way home from a school trip.  

Once we were in the air, and the crew began serving 
drinks, I could hear them pleading with the children to 
settle down and let the other passengers get some 
sleep.  

No amount of reasoning seemed to help, until I thought 
of the solution that actually worked.  

I picked up the PA mike in the cockpit and announced, 

"Children, this is the captain speaking.  Don't make me 
stop this airplane and come back there!" 

 

 

A young man called his mother and announced 
excitedly that he had just met the woman of his 
dreams.  Now what should he do? 

His mother had an idea: "Why don't you send her 
flowers, and on the card invite her to your apartment 
for a home-cooked meal?" 

He thought this was a great strategy, and a week later, 
the woman came to dinner.  His mother called the next 
day to see how things had gone. 

"I was totally humiliated," he moaned.  "She insisted on 
washing the dishes." 

"What's wrong with that?" asked his mother. 

"We hadn't started eating yet." 

 

 

The girl came running in tears to her father. "Dad, you 
gave me some terrible financial advice!" she cried. 

"I did?  What did I tell you?" said the dad. 

"You told me to put my money in that big bank, and 
now that big bank is in trouble." 

"What are you talking about? That's one of the largest 
banks in the world," he said.  "Surely there must be 
some mistake." 

"I don't think so," she sniffed. "They just returned one 
of my checks with a note saying, 'Insufficient Funds'." 
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