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As a jet was flying over Arizona on a clear day, the
copilot was providing his passengers with a running
commentary about landmarks over the PA system.

"Coming up on the right, you can see the Meteor Crater,
which is a major tourist attraction in northern Arizona.
It was formed when a lump of nickel and iron, roughly
150 feet in diameter and weighing 300,000 tons, struck
the earth 50,000 years ago at about 40,000 miles an
hour, scattering white-hot debris for miles in every
direction. The hole measures nearly a mile across and is
570 feet deep."

The passenger sitting next to me exclaimed: "Wow,
look! It just missed the highway!"

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

I like Thanksgiving the same as the next guy . . .
but | wouldn’t want to lose my head over it!

November 7, 2010

A SPANISH Teacher was explaining to her class that in
Spanish, unlike English, nouns are designated as either
masculine or feminine.

'House' for instance, is feminine: 'la casa.'
'Pencil," however, is masculine: ‘el lapiz.'
A student asked, 'What gender is 'computer'?"

Instead of giving the answer, the teacher split the class
into two groups, male and female, and asked them to
decide for themselves whether computer' should be a
masculine or a feminine noun. Each group was asked to
give four reasons for its recommendation.

The men's group decided that 'computer' should
definitely be of the feminine gender ('la computadora'),
because:

1. No one but their creator understands their
internal logic;

2. The native language they use to communicate
with other computers is incomprehensible to
everyone else;

3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long
term memory for possible later retrieval; and

4. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you
find yourself spending half your paycheck on
accessories for it.

(THIS GETS BETTER!)

The women's group, however, concluded that
computers should be Masculine ('el computador'),
because:

1. In order to do anything with them, you have to
turn them on;

2. They have a lot of data but still can't think for
themselves;

3. They are supposed to help you solve problems,
but half the time they ARE the problem; and



4. As soon as you commit to one, you realize that
if you had waited a little longer, you could have
gotten a better model.

The women won.

The letters T and G are very close to each other on a
keyboard. This recently became all too apparent to me
and consequently | will never be ending a work email
with the phrase "Regards" again.

With that challenge placed before him, the youngster
swung hard, hit the ball up, right smack into the top of
the tree trunk and it thudded back on the ground not a
foot from where it had originally lay.

The old man offered one more comment, "Of course,
when | was your age that pine tree was only 3 feet tall."

Soccer IS a contact sport!

At a clearance sale, the wife of a federal district
court judge found a green tie that was a perfect match
for one of her husband's sports jackets. Soon after,
while the husband was hearing a complicated cocaine
conspiracy case, he noticed a small round disc sewn
into the design of the tie.

The judge showed it to an FBI agent, who was equally
suspicious that it might be a bug planted by the
conspiracy defendants. The agent sent the device to
FBI headquarters in Washington DC for analysis.

Two weeks later, the judge phoned the Washington
office to learn the results of their tests. "We're
not sure where the disc came from," the FBI told him,
"but we discovered that when you press it, it plays

'Jingle Bells'.

A young man who was also an avid golfer found himself
with a few hours to spare one afternoon. He figured if
he hurried and played very fast, he could get in 9 holes
before he had to head home.

Just as he was about to tee off an old gentleman
shuffled onto the tee and asked if he could accompany
the young man as he was golfing alone.

Not being able to say no, he allowed the old gent to join
him.

To his surprise the old man played fairly quickly. He
didn't hit the ball far, but plodded along consistently
and didn't waste much time.

Finally, they reached the 9th fairway and the young
man found himself with a tough shot. There was a large
pine tree right in front of his ball, directly between his
ball and the green.

After several minutes of debating how to hit the shot
the old man finally said, "You know, when | was your
age I'd hit the ball right over that tree."

One day a group of scientists got together and decided
that man had come a long way and no longer needed
God. So they picked one scientist to go and tell Him that
they were done with Him.

The scientist walked up to God and said, "God, we've
decided that we no longer need you; We're to the point
that we can clone people and do many miraculous
things, so why don't you just go on and get lost."

God listened very patiently and kindly to the man. After
the scientist was done talking, God said, "Very well, how
about this? Let's say we have a man-making contest."
To which the scientist replied, "Okay, great!"

But, God added, "now, we're going to do this just like |
did back in the old days with Adam."

The scientist said, "Sure, no problem" and bent down
and grabbed himself a handful of dirt.

God looked at him and said, "No, no, no. You go get
your own dirt."

The best way to keep friends and relatives at a safe
distance is to lend them some money.
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A father was showing his young son the family photo
album and came across a picture of himself and his wife
on their wedding day.

"Was that the day Mommy came to work for us?" the
son asked.

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

God’s Cookbook
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A man goes into a pet shop and tells the owner that he
wants to buy a pet that can do everything. The shop
owner suggests a faithful dog.

The man replies, "Come on, a dog?"

November 14, 2010

The owner says, "How about a cat?"

The man replies, "No way! A cat certainly can't do
everything. | want a pet that can do everything!"

The shop owner thinks for a minute, then says, "I've got
it! A centipede!"

The man says, "A centipede? | can't imagine a centipede
doing everything, but okay... I'll try a centipede."

He gets the centipede home and says to the centipede,
"Clean the kitchen."

Thirty minutes later, he walks into the kitchen and... it's
immaculate! All the dishes and silverware have been
washed, dried, and put away; the counter-tops cleaned;
the appliances sparkling; the floor waxed. He's
absolutely amazed.

He says to the centipede, "Go clean the living room."

Twenty minutes later, he walks into the living room. The
carpet has been vacuumed; the furniture cleaned and
dusted; the pillows on the sofa plumped; plants
watered. The man thinks to himself, "This is the most
amazing thing I've ever seen. This really is a pet that can
do everything!"

Next he says to the centipede, "Run down to the corner
and get me a newspaper."

The centipede walks out the door. 10 minutes later...no
centipede. 20 minutes later... no centipede. 30 minutes
later...no centipede. By this point the man is wondering
what's going on. So he goes to the front door, opens it...
and there's the centipede sitting right outside.

The man says, "Hey!! | sent you down to the corner
store 45 minutes ago to get me a newspaper. What's

the matter?!"
The centipede says, "I'm goin'! I'm goin'! I'm just putting

on my shoes!



Unexpected guests were on the way, and my mother,
an impeccable housekeeper, rushed around straighten-
ing up. She put my father and brother to work cleaning
the guest bathroom.

Later, when she went to inspect it, she was surprised
that the once-cluttered room had been tidied up so
quickly. Then she saw the note on the closed shower
curtains.

It read, "Thank you for not looking in the bathtub."

"Man," he replied, struggling to keep his eyes open, "I
feel like I'm in English class."
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Cats and Thanksgiving Cooking DO NOT MIX!

Three sons left home, went out on their own and
prospered. They discussed the gifts they were able to
give their elderly mother.

The first said: "l built a big house for our mother."
The second said: "l sent her a Mercedes with a driver."

The third said: "You remember how our mother enjoys
reading the Bible. Now she can't see very well. So | sent
her a remarkable parrot that recites the entire Bible. It
took elders in the church 12 years to teach him. Mama
just has to name the chapter and verse and the parrot
recites it."

Soon thereafter, their mother sent out her letters of
thanks.

"Milton," she said, "the house you built is so huge. | live
only in one room, but | have to clean the whole house.

"Gerald," she said, "l am too old to travel. | stay most of
the time at home so | rarely use the Mercedes. And that
driver is so rude! He's a pain!"

"But Donald," she said, "the little chicken you sent was
delicious!"

During a dinner party, the hosts' two little children
entered the dining room totally nude and walked slowly
around the table. The parents were so embarrassed
that they pretended nothing was happening and kept
the conversation going.

The guests co-operated and also continued as if nothing
extraordinary was happening. After going all the way
around the room, the children left.

As they disappeared out of sight, there was a moment
of silence at the table, during which one child was heard
to say, "You seeg, it IS vanishing cream!"

| sent my newly licensed 16 year-old son to pick up a
pizza. | handed him a $20 bill, a $5.00 coupon and sent
him on his way.

About forty minutes later, the boy returned home with
the pizza ... and the coupon!

| asked the obvious question, "Why didn't you use the
coupon?"

"Dad, | had enough money. | didn't need the coupon.”

An oral surgeon was scheduled to extract four wisdom
teeth from Jim, a high-school football player, who had
opted to be sedated for the procedure. As the
intravenous anesthesia was being administered, the
doctor asked Jim how he was feeling.

The family was new to the area, and decided to attend
the first local Baptist Church they could find. Their son
stunned his parents after church when he began to
empty his pockets of nickels, dimes and quarters. Finally
his mother asked the obvious question, "Where did you
get all that money?"

"At Sunday school," the boy replied nonchalantly. "They
have bowls of it."
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The CEO was scheduled to speak at an important
convention, so he asked one of his employees to write
him a punchy, 20-minute speech.

When the CEO returned from the big event, he was
furious.

"What's the idea of writing me an hour-long speech?"
he demanded to know. "Half the audience walked out
before | finished."

The employee was baffled. "l wrote you a 20-minute
speech," he replied. "I also gave you the two extra
copies you asked for."

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

November 21, 2010

been married 23 years, she'd hand me a bill for about
$798,000."

1 turkey eaten — 4 turkeys created...

It's the day before Thanksgiving and the butcher is just
locking up when a man pounds on the door. "Please let
me in," says the man, "I forgot to buy a turkey and my
wife will kill me if | don't come home with one."

"OK" says the butcher. "Let me see what's left." He goes
into the freezer and discovers that there's only one
scrawny turkey left. He brings it out to show the man.

"That one's too skinny. What else have you got"? says
the man. The butcher takes the bird back into the
freezer and waits a few minutes then brings the same
turkey back out to the man.

"Oh no," says the man, "that one doesn't look any
better. You better give me both of them."

When we finished a personality assessment at work, |
asked my friend Dan if he would share the results with
his wife.

"That would require me to go home and say, 'Hi, honey.
| just paid someone $400 to tell me what's wrong with
me,"" he said. "And based on that, considering we've

Albert Einstein, widely regarded as one of the most
influential and best known scientists of all time, was
once traveling from Princeton on a train when the
conductor came down the aisle, punching the tickets of
every passenger. When he came to Einstein, the famous
physicist reached in his vest pocket. He couldn't find his
ticket, so he reached in his trouser pockets. It wasn't
there, so he looked in his briefcase but couldn't find it.
Then he looked in the seat beside him. He still couldn't
find it.

The conductor said, "Dr. Einstein, | know who you are.
We all know who you are. I'm sure you bought a ticket.
Don't worry about it."

Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor then
continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was
ready to move to the next car, he turned around and



saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees
looking under his seat for his ticket.

The conductor rushed back and said, "Dr. Einstein, don't
worry, | know who you are. No problem. You don't need
a ticket. I'm sure you bought one."

Einstein looked at him and said, "Young man, | too know
who | am. What | don't know is where I'm going."

WE GIVE THANKS FOR ALL THE BOUNTY THAT FARMER
BOB HAS BLESSUS WITH THESE PAST FEW MONTHS...

Two men have been sitting out on a lake all day long ice
fishing. One has been having no luck at all and the other
has been pulling fish after fish out of his hole in the ice.
The man having no luck finally leans over and asks the
other what his secret is.

'mmmmm mmm mm mmm mmmm mmm mmm' is the
reply.
'I'm sorry, what did you say?'

'mmmmm mmm mm mmm mmmm mmm mmm' the
successful fisherman repeats.

'I'm sorry, | still didn't understand you.'

The man spits something into his hand and says very
clearly, 'You've got to keep your worms warm.'

Some people REALLY love Christmas. Me, | love
Thanksgiving.

Last year | had my chance to do the traditional thing of
shooting my own turkey for Thanksgiving.

Man, you should have seen the people scatter in the
meat department!

A stage mother cornered the concert violinist in his
dressing room and insisted he listen to a tape of her
talented son playing the violin.

The man agreed to listen and the woman switched on
the tape player.

"What music!" the violinist thought. It was a difficult
piece, but played with such genius that it brought tears
to his eyes.

He listened spellbound to the entire recording.
"Madam," he whispered, "is that your son?"

"No," she replied. "That's Itzhak Perlman. But my son
sounds just like him."

One month into Marine Corps training in San Diego, we
were preparing for a ten-mile march in 100-degree
weather when a jeep drove up with a large radio in the
back.

"Who knows anything about radios?" our drill instructor
asked.

Several hands went up, and anticipating a ride in the
jeep, recruits began listing their credentials. Everything
from a degree in communications to a part-time job in a
repair shop was declared.

The DI listened to all the contenders, then pointed to
the most qualified. "You," he barked. "Carry the radio."

During basic training for the Army Nurse Corps, we
were required to spend one week in the field roughing
it. It rained the entire week. We arose daily in our
swampy tent, took a cold-water beauty bath from our
helmets, donned our pistol belts and ponchos, and
trudged through the mud to set up field hospitals.
Obviously, our personal appearance frequently left
much to be desired.

The final blow to our feminine pride occurred while we
waited in the mess line in the mud and rain. A young
private came by with a camera and asked to take our
picture. "It will prove to my girlfriend," he said, "that
she has NO reason to be jealous!"
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My family traditionally begins the evening meal with a
prayer of thanks. When they were old enough, we
began letting our children say the meal prayer. Of
course at first they would ask for a pony, a new bike,
etc. They soon learned the more important things which
should be included in the prayer.

At Thanksgiving we had the whole family over. My nine
year old wanted to say the prayer. It went like this:

"Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the turkey, the
rolls, the mashed potatoes, the red jiggly stuff, and the
bread stuff even though | don't like it. We ask that You
not let us choke on this food."

(Most of us nearly choked just trying not to laugh!)

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

Black Friday Sales at Deseret Industries...

November 28, 2010

...for the mess to clean after a party because it means |
have been surrounded by friends.

...for the clothes that fit a little too snug because it
means | have enough to eat.

...for my shadow who watches me work because it
means | am out in the sunshine.

..for a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need
cleaning and gutters that need fixing because it means |
have a home.

...for all the complaining | hear about the government
because it means we have freedom of speech.

...for the spot | find at the far end of the parking lot
because it means | am capable of walking.

...for the lady behind me in church who sings off key
because it means that | can hear.

...for the piles of laundry and ironing because it means |
have clothes to wear.

...for weariness and aching muscles at the end of the
day because it means | have been productive.

...for the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours
because it means that | am alive.

...for getting too much e-mail because it lets me know |
have friends who are thinking of me.

| Am Thankful.....

...for the taxes that | pay because it means that | am
employed.

David, my brother-in-law, works in commercial
advertising and as part of his work, he travels quite a
bit. He and his camera crew were going through airport
security in New Orleans a few years ago. One of
the camera cases had plastic tie strips on it to prevent it
from opening during the flight. The TSA inspector
seemed confused by the plastic zip ties.



He looked at David and said, "I'm going to have to break
these to inspect this case."

David said, "Okay."

Then the TSA inspector paused and asked, "Do you have
a knife so | can cut these off?"

David had just passed through the security scanner so
he said, "No. I'm not allowed to have one."

The inspector said, "Oh, yeah." And let them go without
inspecting the case.

In my day, 10 megabits per second
was considered fast.
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Call to an imported car parts warehouse: "I need a
28-ounce water pump."

"A what?"

"My husband says he needs a 28-ounce water pump."
"A 28-ounce water pump? What kind of car is it for?"
"It's an old Datsun, | think."

As the parts guy writes down "Datsun, 28 oz. water
pump" the light in his head goes on. "Oh yes ma'am.
We've got 28-ounce water pumps. We have 24-ounce
and 26-ounce water pumps too."

"Finally! You're the first place I've called that
knew what | was talking about."

"Yes ma'am. That's because we're a full-service
parts warehouse; it's our job to have the parts
you need, like a 28-ounce water pump."

The parts guy jots down on his order form, "Customer
pick-up: Datsun 280Z water pump."

A young woman brings home her fiance to meet her
parents. After dinner, her mother tells her father to find
out about the young man.

The father invites the fiance to his study for a drink. "So
what are your plans?" the father asks the young man.

"I'm going to be a Bible scholar." he replies.

"A Bible scholar. Hmmm," the father says. "admirable,
but what will you do to provide a nice house for my
daughter to live in, as she's accustomed to?"

"I' will study," the young man replies, "and God will
provide for us."

"And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring,
such as she deserves?" asks the father.

"I will concentrate on my studies,
replies, "God will provide for us."

the young man

"And children?" asks the father. "How will you support
children?"

"Don't worry, sir, God will provide," replies the fiance.
The conversation proceeds like this, and each time the
father questions, the young idealist insists that God will
provide.

Later, the mother asks, "How did it go, Honey?"

The father answers, "He has no job and no plans, but
the good news is he thinks I'm God."

"How did the wedding go?" asked the preacher's wife.

"Just fine until | got to the part where | asked the bride
if she would obey and she said, 'Do you think I'm nuts?"
and the groom said, 'l do,"' and then things really began
to happen fast."

My High-School English teacher was well known
for being a hard but fair grader. One day |
received a B minus on a theme paper. In hopes
of bettering my grade and in the spirit of the
Valentine season, | sent her an extravagant
heart-shaped box of chocolates with the pre-
printed inscription, "Be Mine."

The following day, | received in return a
valentine from the teacher. It read: "Thank
you, but it's still Be Mine-Us."
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