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Did you know...

Most of us, and by that | mean most of us in the United
States, know that the Fourth of July is the "birthday" of
the United States of America. It actually marks the
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence by the Second Continental Congress.
Often marked by parades and community celebration, it
is a symbolic time for American families to gather and
reflect on their heritage.

Most of us take for granted that this day and all the
other U.S. holidays are "national" holidays. Did you
know that the United States observes no national
holidays? Specifically, that means holidays mandated by
the Federal Government. The United States Congress
and/or President can only legally establish an "official"
holiday for the District of Columbia and for federal
employees. In fact, it wasn't until the 20th Century that
an order was issued giving federal employees a "day
off" from work. A public holiday can only be established
at the local level. Typically the observance of holidays
happens at the state level with the enactment of a state
law or by an executive proclamation by a state
governor.

So let your state and local governments know how
much you appreciate the fact that they have agreed to
celebrate as a holiday the birthday of our nation (and
other important days as well).

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley
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What’s more American than. ..

| was sound asleep when the telephone jarred me
awake.

"Hil" It was my peppy mother-in-law. She proceeded to
rattle on about the busy day she had ahead and all the
things that awaited her the rest of the week.

"Mom," | interrupted. "It's five in the morning."

"Really? What are you doing up so early?"

Once there was a golfer whose drive landed on an
anthill.

Rather than move the ball, he decided to hit it where it
lay. He gave a mighty swing. Clouds of dirt and sand and
ants exploded from the spot. Everything but the
golfball. It sat in the same spot.

So he lined up and tried another shot. Clouds of dirt and
sand and ants went flying again. The golf ball didn't
even wiggle.

Two ants survived. One dazed ant said to the other,
"Whoa! what are we going to do?"

Said the other ant: " | don't know about you, but I'm
going to get on the ball."



Do you realize that the only time in our lives when we
like to get old is when we're kids?

If you're less than 10 years old, you're so excited about
aging that you think in fractions. How old are you?....
"I'm four and a half "... You're never 36 and a
half....you're four and a half going on five!

That's the key. You get into your teens, now they can't
hold you back. You jump to the next number. How old
are you? "I'm gonna be 16." You could be 12, but you're
gonna be 16.

And then the greatest day of your life happens.... you
become 21. Even the words sound like a ceremony....
you BECOME 21...YES!!!

But then you turn 30....000hhh what happened there?
Makes you sound like bad milk.... He TURNED, we had
to throw him out. There's no fun now.

What's wrong?? What changed?? You BECOME 21, you
TURN 30, then you're PUSHING 40..... stay over there,
it's all slipping away........

You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, you're PUSHING 40, you
REACH 50.....and your dreams are gone.

Then you MAKE IT to 60.....you didn't think you'd make
ith!

So you BECOME 21, you TURN 30, you're PUSHING 40,
you REACH 50, you MAKE IT to 60...... then you build up
so much speed you HIT 70!

After that, it's a day by day thing. After that, you HIT
Wednesday.... You get into your 80's, you HIT lunch. You
TURN 4:30, my grandmother won't even buy green
bananas... it's an investment you know, and maybe a
bad one.

And it doesn't end there.... into the 90's you start going
backwards.... | was JUST 92...

Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over 100,
you become a little kid again.... "I'm 100 and a half!!!!1"

about symptoms, how long had they been occurring,
etc., when she interrupted him: "Hey look, I'm a vet - |
don't need to ask my patients these kind of questions: |
can tell what's wrong just by looking. Why can't you?"

The doctor nodded, looked her up and down, wrote out
a prescription and handed it to her and said,

"There you are. Of course, if that doesn't work, we'll
have to have you put down."

Hold these while I go back for my wife!

A study published in the journal "Neurology" says
that people who snore are more prone to getting
headaches. No reason is given.

My theory: It's because their spouses hit them on the
head all night long trying to get them to stop
snoring.

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old
family Bible to her brother in another part of the
country.

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal
clerk at the counter.

"Only the Ten Commandments," answered the lady.

A veterinarian was feeling ill and went to see her
doctor. The doctor asked her all the usual questions,

A woman is walking on the road and a voice shouts out,
"Don't take a step further." She obeys and suddenly a
ton of bricks fall on the place where she would have
otherwise been.

She thinks she imagined it and keeps walking until
suddenly the voice calls out again. "Don't take a step
further." She stops and a car skids past.

Then suddenly she hears the voice saying "I am your
guardian angel, and | will warn you before something
bad happens to you. Now do you have any questions to
ask me?"

"Yes!" shouts the woman. "Just where were you on my
wedding day!"
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The clerk in a shoe store was trying hard to persuade his
customer that a pair of uncomfortable shoes fit her.

"I'm telling you, these shoes are too pointed and too
narrow," argued the customer.

"But, madam," replied the salesman, "everyone is
wearing narrow, pointed shoes this season."

"That may be," countered the customer, "but I'm still
wearing my last season's feet."

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

Chapter 13: How to Land.

The Truth about Tools.

HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the
hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to
locate expensive parts not far from the object we are
trying to hit.

MECHANIC'S KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the
contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front
door; works particularly well on boxes containing seats
and motorcycle jackets.
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ELECTRIC HAND DRILL: Normally used for spinning steel
Pop rivets in their holes until you die of old age, but it
also works great for drilling mounting holes in fenders
just above the brake line that goes to the rear wheel.

PLIERS: Used to round off bolt heads.

HACKSAW: One of a family of cutting tools built on the
original sin principle. It transforms human energy into a
crooked, unpredictable motion, and the more you
attempt to influence its course, the more dismal your
future becomes.

VISE-GRIPS: Used to round off bolt heads. If nothing else
is available, they can also be used to transfer intense
welding heat to the palm of your hand.

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: Used almost entirely for lighting
various flammable objects in your garage on fire. Also
handy for igniting the grease inside a brake drum you're
trying to get the bearing race out of.

WHITWORTH SOCKETS: Once used for working on older
British cars and motorcycles, they are now used mainly
for impersonating that 9/16 or 1/2 socket you've been
searching for the last 15 minutes.

DRILL PRESS: A tall upright machine useful for suddenly
snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that
it smacks you in the chest and flings your coffee across
the room, splattering it against that freshly painted part
you were drying.

WIRE WHEEL: Cleans rust off old bolts and then throws
them somewhere under the workbench with the speed
of light. Also removes fingerprint whorls and hard-
earned guitar calluses in about the time it takes you to
say, "Ouc...."

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering a
motorcycle to the ground after you have installed your
new front disk brake setup, trapping the jack handle
firmly under the front fender.

EIGHT-FOOT LONG DOUGLAS FIR 2X4: Used for levering
a motorcycle upward off a hydraulic jack.



TWEEZERS: A tool for removing wood splinters.

PHONE: Tool for calling your neighbor to see if he has
another hydraulic floor jack.

SNAP-ON GASKET SCRAPER: Theoretically useful as a
sandwich tool for spreading mayonnaise; used mainly
for getting dog-doo off your boot.

E-Z OUT BOLT AND STUD EXTRACTOR: A tool that snaps
off in bolt holes and is ten times harder than any known
drill bit.

TIMING LIGHT: A stroboscopic instrument for illumine-
ting grease buildup.

TWO-TON HYDRAULIC ENGINE HOIST: A handy tool for
testing the tensile strength of ground straps and brake
lines you may have forgotten to disconnect.

CRAFTSMAN 1/2 x 16-INCH SCREWDRIVER: A large
motor mount prying tool that inexplicably has an
accurately machined screwdriver tip on the end without
the handle.

BATTERY ELECTROLYTE TESTER: A handy tool for
transferring sulfuric acid from a car battery to the inside
of your toolbox after determining that your battery is
dead as a doornail, just as you thought.

AVIATION METAL SNIPS: See hacksaw.

TROUBLE LIGHT: The mechanic's own tanning booth.
Sometimes called a drop light, it is a good source of
vitamin D, "the sunshine vitamin," which is not
otherwise found under motorcycles at night. Health
benefits aside, it's main purpose is to consume 40-watt
light bulbs at about the same rate that 105-mm
howitzer shells might be used during, say, the first few
hours of the Battle of the Bulge. More often dark than
light, its name is somewhat misleading.

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used to stab the lids
of old-style paper-and-tin oil cans and splash oil on your
shirt; can also be used, as the name implies, to round
off Phillips screw heads.

AIR COMPRESSOR: A machine that takes energy
produced in a coal-burning power plant 200 miles away
and transforms it into compressed air that travels by
hose to a Chicago Pneumatic impact wrench that grips
rusty bolts last tightened 40 years ago by someone in
Sindelfingen, and rounds them off.

PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding
that clip or bracket you needed to remove in order to
replace a 50 cent part.

HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to cut hoses 1/2 inch too
short.

Tower Control: “You landed WHERE?”

After listening to the instructor for what seems like
days, he is ready to go. Excited, he jumps out of the
plane. After a bit, he pulls the ripcord.

Nothing happens.

He tries again. Still nothing. He starts to panic, but
remembers his back-up chute. He pulls that cord.
Nothing happens. He frantically begins pulling both
cords, but to no avail.

Suddenly, he looks down and he can't believe his eyes.
Another man is in the air with him, but this guy is going
*up*! Just as the other guy passes by, the skydiver -- by
this time scared out of his wits -- yells, "Hey, do you
know anything about skydiving?"

The other guy yells back, "No! Do you know anything
about gas stoves?"

My 12-year-old daughter asked me, "Mom, do you have
a baby picture of yourself? | need it for a school
project." | gave her one without thinking to ask what
the project was. A few days later | was in her classroom
for a parent-teacher meeting when | noticed my face
pinned to a mural the students had created. The title of
their project was "The oldest thing in my house."
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A little boy, who wanted $100.00 very badly, prayed for
two weeks but nothing happened. Then he decided to
write GOD a letter requesting $100.00.

When the postal authorities received the letter to GOD,
U.S.A,, they decided to send it to the President. The
President was so impressed, touched, and amused that
he instructed his secretary to send the boy $5.00. Mr.
President thought that this would appear to be a lot of
money to the little boy.

The little boy was delighted with the $5.00 and
immediately sat down to write a thank you note to GOD
that read: "Dear God, Thank you very much for sending
me the money.

However, | noticed that for some reason you had to
send it through Washington, D.C., and, as usual, they
deducted $95.00.

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

A Cowboy’s Last Request.

July 18, 2010

missed my car by inches -- and the driver
flipped me the bird to boot.

Still steamed, | noticed that we had gotten off
at the same exit and the convertible's driver
had pulled into an office complex parking lot.

| pulled my car over and waited for the driver
to leave the parking lot and enter the building.
Then | entered the lot and pulled up next to
the car.

Well, as my luck would have it, | had just made
a stop at the supermarket and had a loaf of
bread that | was willing to donate to the cause.

So | did.

| tore up a few slices of bread and threw the
pieces into the front and back seats of the open
convertible. Then | drove off out of the lot and
pulled off across the street to watch.

It didn't take long for the seagulls to start
descending ...

| requested identification from a department-store
customer who had just written a personal check for her
purchase.

After fumbling through her purse, she presented me
with what she said was the only thing that had both her
name and address.

It was a notice of insufficient funds from her bank.

| live in New lJersey and I'mm used to having
people cut me off on the highway. But this one
time | was cut off by a convertible -- he

Kids on Marriage. ..
How does a person decide who to marry?

- "You flip a nickel, and heads means you stay with him
and tails means you try the next one." Kally, age 9



- "You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff.
Like if you like sports, she should like it that you like
sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming."
Allan, age 10

- "No person really decides before they grow up who
they're going to marry. God decides it all way before,
and you got to find out later who you're stuck with."
Kirsten, age 10

Concerning the proper age to get married:

-"Twenty-three is the best age because you know the
person FOREVER by then!" Cam, age 10

-"No age is good to get married at.... You got to be a
fool to get married!" Freddie, age 6

How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
-"Married people usually look happy to talk to other
people." Eddie, age 6

-"You might have to guess based on whether they seem
to be yelling at the same kids." Derrick, age 8

What do most people do on a date?

-“Dates are for having fun, and people should use them
to get to know each other. Even boys have something
to say if you listen long enough.” Lynnette, Age 8

-“On the first date, they just tell each other lies, and
that usually gets them interested enough to go for a
second date.” Martin, age 10.

My mother went for her daily run one rainy morning. As
she returned to the house, she slipped and fell, hitting
her head on the driveway. | called the paramedics.

When they arrived, they asked my mom some questions
to determine her coherency. "What's today?" inquired
one EMT.

Without hesitation, Mom replied, "Trash day."

__'_',________ — __ s i =1 '

Uh, Dispatch. You might want to find another unit to
respond. We’re kind of stuck in traffic.

One afternoon a man came home from work to find
total mayhem in his house. His three children were
outside, still in their pajamas, playing in the mud, with
empty food boxes and wrappers strewn all around the
front yard. The door of his wife's car was open, as was
the front door to the house.

Proceeding into the entry, he found an even bigger
mess. A lamp had been knocked over, and the throw
rug was wadded against one wall. In the front room the
TV was loudly blaring a cartoon channel, and the family
room was strewn with toys and various items of
clothing. In the kitchen, dishes filled the sink, breakfast
food was spilled on the counter, dog food was spilled on
the floor, a broken glass lay under the table, and a small
pile of sand was spread by the back door.

He quickly headed up the stairs, stepping over toys and
more piles of clothes, looking for his wife. He was
worried she may be ill, or that something serious had
happened. He found her lounging in the bedroom, still
curled in the bed in her pajamas, reading a novel. She
looked up at him, smiled, and asked how his day went.

He looked at her bewildered and asked, "What
happened here today?"

She again smiled and answered, "You know every day
when you come home from work and ask me what in
the world | did today?"

"Yes" was his incredulous reply.

She answered, "Well, today | didn't do it."

Having lost weight over the past few years, a lady was
discarding things from her wardrobe that no longer fit.
Her seven-year-old niece was watching as she held up a
huge pair of slacks.

"Wow," the lady said, "I must have worn these when |
was 225."

Her niece looked puzzled, then asked, "How old are you
now?"
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We visited our newly married daughter, who was
preparing her first Thanksgiving dinner. | noticed the
turkey thawing in the kitchen sink with a dish drainer
inverted over the bird. | asked why a drainer covered
the turkey.

Our daughter turned to my wife and said, "Mom, you
always did it that way."

"Yes," my wife replied, "but you don't have a cat!"

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

Eat your heart out, Michael Jordan!

July 25, 2010

A Scout Master was teaching his boy scouts about
survival in the desert.

"What are the three most important things you should
bring with you in case you get lost in the desert?" he
asked. Several hands went up, and many important
things were suggested such as food, matches, etc.

Then one little boy in the back eagerly raised his hand.
"Yes Timmy, what are the three most important things
you would bring with you?" asked the Scout Master.

Timmy replied: "A compass, a canteen of water, and a
deck of cards."

"Why's that Timmy?"

"Well," answered Timmy, "the compass is to find the
right direction, the water is to prevent dehydration..."

"And what about the deck of cards?" asked the Scout
Master impatiently.

"Well, Sir, as soon as you start playing Solitaire,
someone is bound to come up behind you and say, "Put
that red nine on top of that black ten!"

"Lou, sit down. I've got some bad news. You don't have
much time to live."

"How much longer do | have, Doc?"
"Ten."
"Ten *what*? Ten weeks? Ten months? Ten years?!?"

"Nine ... Eight ..."

Proper attire is required in the cafeteria at the
University of Maine. To enforce that rule, the
Management posted this notice:

"Shoes are required to eat in this cafeteria."

Next to it, a student added, "Socks can eat wherever
they want."

Proper attire is required in the cafeteria at the
University of Maine. To enforce that rule, the
management posted this notice:

"Shoes are required to eat in this cafeteria."



Next to it, a student added, "Socks can eat wherever
they want."

"Didn't you suspect burglars had been in the house
when you saw all the drawers pulled out and the
contents scattered all over the floor?" asked the
policeman.

"No, | just thought my husband had been looking for a
clean shirt," replied the woman.

As | handed my tediously-filled-out papers to the clerk, |
announced, "I'm 63." Then, pulling out my wallet, |
asked if she wanted to see my driver's license.

She replied, "No, that's okay."
A little surprised, | asked, "Oh, do | look honest?"

"No," she answered. "You look 63."

After | bought my mother a compact-disc player and
some CD's, she was excited to discover she no longer
needed to rewind or fast-forward tapes or move the
needle on her record player.

Knowing she was not that technically astute, | called her
a few days later to see how she was managing.

"Fine. | listened to Shania Twain this morning," she said.
"The whole CD?" | asked.

"No," she replied, "just one side."

After being retired for a couple of years and completing
all the jobs my wife had lined up for me, | began to feel
somewhat useless and decided to enroll in a couple of
courses at the local adult-education school. | noted,
upon registration, that there was no tuition fee for
a person over 60.

The truth about children . ..

- A baby usually wakes up in the wee-wee hours of the
morning.

- A child will not spill on a dirty floor.
- A young child is a noise with dirt on it.

- A youth becomes a man when the marks he wants to
leave on the world have nothing to do with tires.

- An unbreakable toy is useful for breaking other toys.

- Be nice to your kids, for it is they who will choose your
nursing home.

- Celibacy is not hereditary.
- Familiarity breeds children.
- For adult education, nothing beats children.

- Having children is like having a bowling alley installed
in your brain.

- Having children will turn you into your parents.

- If you have trouble getting your children's attention,
just sit down and look comfortable.

- lll-bred children always display their pest manners.

- It now costs more to amuse a child than it once did to
educate his father.

(to be continued . . .)
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