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| knew that as | was getting older, | was finally able to
admit that certain things were starting to "slip". In an
effort to prevent this memory "slippage", | went
enthusiastically to a three-hour seminar on memory
improvement.

After an hour | slipped out. | took the same course,
given by the same professor, last year.

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

August 3, 2008

While working as a pediatric nurse, | had the difficult
assignment of giving immunization shots to children.
One day | entered the examining room to give four-
year-old Lizzie her shot.

"NO! NO! NO!" she screamed.

"Lizzie," her mother scolded. "That's not polite
behavior."

At that, the girl yelled even louder, "NO, THANK YOU!
NO, THANK YOU! NO, THANK YOU!"

One woman was talking to her friend, "You should listen
to my neighbor," she says. "She is always bad-mouthing
her poor husband behind his back. | think that's so rude.
Look at me! My husband is fat, lazy and cheap; but
have you ever heard me say a bad word about about
him?"

One woman was bragging to her next-door neighbor
about her son, a college student. "Why, our son is so
brilliant, every time we get a letter from him we have to
go to the dictionary."

"You're lucky," the neighbor said. "Every time we get a
letter from ours, we have to go to the bank!"

Grandpa was driving with his 9 year old granddaughter
and beeped the horn by mistake. She turned and looked
at him for an explanation.

He said, "I did that by accident."
She replied, "I know that, Grandpa."
He replied, "How did you know?"

She said, "Because you didn't say, 'ldiot!' afterwards."



The pastor of a mid-sized church decided one Monday
morning that the staff would verbalize their prayers at
the weekly staff meeting. He led off: "Lord, my daughter
is about to go away to college, | only make $55,000 a
year, and it's not enough."

He turned to the associate pastor, and She said, "Lord, |
have two children in preschool, a new mortgage, | only
make $39,000 a year, and it's not enough."

The minister of education continues with his chant,
"Lord, you know | need a new car, my wife is not well, |
only make $28,000 a year, and it's not enough."

The youth minister has her turn next: "Lord, I've just
finished seminary, | have huge student loans, | only
make $20,000 a year and it's not enough."

At last it's time for the minister of music. His prayer
went like this: "Lord, my son is graduating from
Harvard, we bought a new boat, | make $100,000 a year
and ... 'there's no business like show business!""

Philip's reply? "Well, how about a subscription to Good
Housekeeping?"

The rich aunt was disappointed and said to her nephew,
"I'm sorry you don't like your gift. | asked you if you
preferred a large check or a small check."

"I know, Auntie," the nephew said contritely, "but |
didn't know you were talking about neckties."

Push, Jo-Jo, PUSH!

We were thoroughly confused. While transcribing medical
audiotapes, my co-worker came upon the following
garbled diagnosis: "This man has pholenfrometry."

Knowing nothing about that particular condition, she
double-checked with the doctor. After listening to the
tape, he shook his head.

"This man," he said, translating for her, "has fallen from

atree."

During a magazine and newspaper subscription drive,
our son Philip, a paperboy, learned about good
salesmanship.

His supervisor had instructed the kids to maintain a
positive attitude, even when turned down. One
potential customer told Philip, "l've got papers and
magazines strewn all over the place -- | don't
need any more."

Jack has died. His lawyer is standing before the family and
reads out Jack's last will and testament.

"To my dear wife Esther, | leave the house, 50 acres of
land, and one million dollars. To my son Barry, | leave my
big Lexus and the Jaguar. To my daughter Suzy, | leave my
yacht and $250,000. And to my brother-in-law Jeff, who
always insisted that health is better than wealth, | leave
my sun lamp."
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A boss was educating an employee on effective sales
technique.

"The main thing to remember is that repetition,
repetition, repetition is the keynote!" he advised. "If
you have a product to sell, keep harping on it in every
possible way, cram it down people's throats and beat
them over the head with it! Above all, don't ever
forget to repeat and repeat and repeat! It's the only
way to get results!"

"Yes, sir!" the employee answered.

"And now, what was it you came in to see me about?"
the boss asked.

The employee replied, "A Raise! A Raise! A Raise! A
Raise! A Raise! A Raise! A Raise!"

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

August 10, 2008

"Attached is a list of our staff. We currently have no
one broken down by age or sex. However, we have a
few alcoholics."

One of my college friends asked a group of us for advice
on organizing his final report for the year. "Why don't
you use Roman numerals to head the different
sections?" another friend suggested.

"I already thought of that," he replied. "But my
keyboard doesn't have Roman numerals on it."

A friend once told me that soccer was for the birds
...l didn’t believe him until | saw this.

A Catholic priest | once knew went to the hospital to
visit patients. Stopping at the nurse's station, he
carefully looked over the patient roster and jotted down
the room number of everyone who had "Cath" written
boldly next to his name.

That, he told me, was a big mistake. When | asked why,
he replied, "It was only after | had made the rounds that
| learned they were all patients with catheters."

The personnel office received an email requesting a
listing of the department staff broken down by age and
sex. The personnel office sent this reply...

There was once a man from the city who was visiting a
small farm, and during this visit he saw a farmer feeding
pigs in a most extraordinary manner. The farmer would
lift a pig up to a nearby apple tree, and the pig would
eat the apples off the tree directly.

The farmer would move the pig from one apple to
another until the pig was satisfied, then he would start
again with another pig. The city man watched this
activity for some time with great astonishment.

Finally, he could not resist saying to the farmer, "This is
the most inefficient method of feeding pigs that | can
imagine. Just think of the time that would be saved if



you simply shook the apples off the tree and let the pigs
eat them from the ground!"

The farmer looked puzzled and replied, "What's time to
a pig?"

I don’t think the Russian people have quite
got the idea of a tanning bed yet. ..

Two weeks later, Eve and | gathered some more
mushrooms.

This time, Phil joined us.

"How is it that you're eating these mushrooms tonight,"
| asked, "when you wouldn't touch the ones we brought
home two weeks ago? What changed your mind?"

"I thought about it," Phil explained seriously, "and |
figured it would be better to be found dead with you
two than to try to explain two dead women in my
home."

The two teenagers were arrested. The police sergeant
told them they were entitled to a phone call. Sometime
later a man entered the station and asked for them by
name.

The sergeant said, "l suppose you're the lawyer?"

"Nope," the chap replied. "I'm just here to deliver their
pizza."

Last October, after much deliberation, | bought a
magnolia tree from our local nursery. After only a few
weeks | noticed that the leaves had started to shrivel
and the tree appeared to be on its last legs in spite of
my tender care.

So | took some leaf samples and marched back to the
nursery to demand an explanation or get my money
back.

“l know exactly what's wrong with your magnolia," said
the manager.

"Good!" | exclaimed. "What's it suffering from?"

You can imagine how stupid | felt when he said,
"Autumn."

About five years ago, the battery in my beat-up VW
beetle had died because | left the lights on overnight. |
was in a hurry to get to work on time so | ran into the
house to get my wife to give me a hand to start the car.

| told her to get into our second car, a prehistoric
oversized gas guzzler, and use it to push my car fast
enough to start it. | pointed out to her that because the
VW had an automatic transmission, it needed to be
pushed at least 30 MPH for it to start. She said fine,
hoped into her car and drove off.

| sat there fuming and wondering, "What can she be
doing?" A minute passed by and when | saw her in the
rearview mirror coming at me at about 40 MPH, |
realized that | should have been a bit more clear with
my directions.

While hiking in the country, my friend Eve and | spotted
a huge bed of mushrooms that we knew to be edible.
We gathered a large basketful and sauteed them that
night. My husband Phil refused to eat them, thinking
they might be poisonous.

"Although a lot of people are on these low-carb diets,
doctors say be careful, because you need carbohydrates
because carbohydrates create a chemical in your brain
that cheers you up and fights depression. So the next
time you see a guy on a ledge, about to jump... throw
him a doughnut." --Jay Leno s
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Our co-worker kept trying to get her mother to fly out
for a visit. "No way am | getting on an airplane," was the
inevitable answer.

"Look, Mom, when it's your time to go, it doesn't
matter if you're on the ground or in the air."

"I know," said her mother. "I just don't want to be that
far off the ground when it's the pilot's time to go."

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

August 17, 2008

| was waiting tables at a country club when an elegantly
dressed woman spilled Manhattan clam chowder all
over her white linen skirt. She began furiously dabbing
at it with a napkin.

Having plenty of experience with getting out food
stains, | asked, "Can | bring you some club soda?"

"Young lady," she barked, "I'll be the judge of when I've
had enough to drink. Bring me another martini!"

When | returned home from college for a break, |
noticed a paper posted on the refrigerator. It listed
some goals my dad had set for himself: Help wife more;
lose weight; be more productive at work.

| promptly added: "Send Michelle money every month."

A few days later my brother wrote: "Make payments on
car for Jason."

Then my boyfriend joined in with: "Buy Tom a Jeep."

Finally my father added a new goal to his amended list:
"Wean kids."

One day a mother was out and the dad was in charge.
The little one was maybe one and a half years old.
Someone had given her a little tea set as a gift and it
was one of her favorite toys.

Daddy was in the living room engrossed in the evening
news when she brought Daddy a little cup of 'tea’,
which was just water.

After several cups of tea and lots of praise for such
yummy tea, Mom came home. Dad made her wait in
the living room to watch the toddler bring him a cup of
tea, because it was 'just the cutest thing!'

Mom waited, and sure enough, here comes baby down
the hall with a cup of tea for Daddy and she watches
him drink it up, then says, 'Did it ever occur to you that
the only place that baby can reach to get water is the
toilet?'

Not expecting to do well on the economics exam, Bill
was heartened by the first question: In any given year,
and to the nearest ton, how much wheat did the United
States export?

Smiling confidently, he wrote, "In 1492, none."



| have changed my system for labeling homemade
freezer meals. | used to carefully note in large clear
letters, "Meatloaf" or "Pot Roast" or "Steak and
Vegetables or "Chicken and Dumplings" or "Beef Pot
Pie."

However, | used to get very frustrated when | asked my
husband what he wanted for dinner because he never
asked for any of those things. So, | decided to stock the
freezer with what he really likes.

If you look in my freezer now you'll see a whole new set
of labels. You'll find dinners with neat, legible tags that
say: "Whatever," "Anything," "l Don't Know," "I Don't
Care," "Something Good," or "Food." My frustration is
reduced because no matter what my husband
replies when | ask him what he wants for dinner, | know
that it will be there waiting.

When Suzy got home, she told her dad that she got a
100 in school. Her dad told her to sit down and tell him
all about it.

She said, "Well, | got a 20 in math, a 30 in science, and a
50 in spelling!

Army vehicle
disappears

AN Australian Army
vehicle worth $74,000 has
gone missing after being
painted with can'{ouﬂage.

Police are seeking pub-

¢ help to find the four-
Er'honlpdrive. which was

Over dinner, Jill said to John, "I met this horrible and
rude man downtown this morning, and right away |
knew he was a troublemaker. He started to insult me;
he used really bad language; he even threatened me!"

"How did you meet this fellow?" John asked, very
concerned.
Jill said, "Well, we met by accident. | hit him with the

car.

A friend went to her doctor the other day, and the man
was not very sympathetic with her aches and pains.
"You'll just have to learn to live it," he said.

When she got her bill for $90, she sent it back, with the
notation, "You'll just have to learn to live without it!"

A woman phoned her dentist when she received a huge
bill. "I'm shocked!" she complained. "This is three times
what you normally charge."

"Yes, | know," said the dentist. "But you yelled so loud,
you scared away two other patients."

My parents are both busy professional people and have
trouble finding time for chores and home maintenance.
On weekends they each make a list of things to be
done. Father's list is never completely crossed off, but
Mother's always is. Puzzled, | asked her how she
managed that.

"Simple," she answered with a satisfied grin. "l do the
chore first, and then | put it on the list and cross it off!"

A church choir was putting on a car wash to raise
money for a special trip.

They made a large sign that read: CAR WASH FOR
CHOIR TRIP.

On the scheduled Saturday, business was very good.
But, by two o'clock the sky clouded, the rain poured,
and there were hardly any customers. Finally, one of
the singers had an idea.

She printed a very large poster with the words:

WE WASH. GOD RINSES (Next to the words was an
arrow pointing skyward.)

Business boomed!
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About 15 years ago, my brother and | were shopping in
a record store in the downtown plaza. He was trying to
find music recordings related to the concert known as
"Woodstock" from the 1960's. The teen-aged clerk
asked if she could be of assistance.

"Yes, I'm trying to find recordings of Woodstock," he
explained.

The young lady looked very puzzled and | knew she had
no clue, but | had no idea how badly she had no clue
until she spoke...

"Woodstock? You mean Snoopy's little buddy?"

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

August 24, 2008

A crew of highway maintenance workers were sent to
repair some road signs that vandals had knocked down
in a forested area. The first one they put back up was a
symbol warning of a deer crossing.

As they moved down the road to repair the next sign,
one member, of the crew looked back and spotted a
deer running across the highway. She turned to a co-
worker and said, "I wonder how long he's been waiting
to cross?"

Yeah, like a sign is going to keep me off this beach!

To Mary, the love of my life:

There is nothing | would not do to reach your side. |
would climb the highest mountain! | would cross the
trackless desert! | would swim the widest ocean to be
near you, my beloved.

With love and tenderness,
Jonathan

PS: See vyou Saturday night, if it doesn't rain.

A few years ago we were desperately trying to sell our
house, which was situated on a busy thoroughfare. Our
real estate agent decided to have open-house
inspection nearly every day to promote the sale. We
instructed the children not to talk to anyone about the
house.

One evening a man took our seven-year-old daughter
aside and asked if our house had any secrets he should
know. Her first reaction was to smile and ignore his
question. But he became more persistent and, finally,
she confessed there was one secret but she could not
tell it to him.

"Now we're getting somewhere," he said. "Tell me the
secret. | promise | won't tell anyone."



She looked him straight in the eye and whispered, "We
have monsters in our sewer."

In the office where | work, there is a constant battle
between our technical-support director and customer-
service personnel over the room temperature, which is
usually too low.

The frustrated director, trying to get us to understand
his position, announced one afternoon, "We need to
keep the temperature below seventy-five degrees or
the computers will overheat."

Thinking that this was just another excuse, one of my
shivering colleagues retorted, "Yeah right. So how did
they keep the computers from overheating before there
was air conditioning?"

The Navy knows how to retire old carriers!

Joe heard a rumor that his father, grandfather and
great-grandfather had all walked on water on their 21st
birthdays.

So, on his 21st birthday, Joe and his good friend Brian
headed out to the lake. "If they did it, | can too!" he
insisted. When Joe and Brian arrived at the lake, they
rented a boat and began paddling.

When they got to the middle of the lake, Joe stepped
off of the side of the boat ... and almost drowned.

Furious and somewhat ashamed, he and Brian headed
for home. When Joe arrived back at the family farm, he
asked his grandmother for an explanation. "Grandma,
why can | not walk on water like my father,
and his father, and his father before him?"

The feeble old grandmother took Joe by the hands,
looked into his eyes, and explained, "That's because
your father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were
born in January ... you were born in July, dear."

An old man strode in to his doctors office and said,
"Doc, my druggist said to tell you to change my
prescription and to check the prescription you've been
giving to Mrs. Smith."

"Oh, he did, did he?" the doctor shot back. "And since
when does a druggist second guess a doctor's orders?"

The old man says, "Since he found out I've been on birth
control pills since February."

Maybe this is why they don't teach music in high school
any more. Following are actual answers from students
on music tests...

- The principal singer of nineteenth century opera was
called pre-Madonna.

- Gregorian chant has no music, just singers singing the
same lines.

- Sherbet composed the Unfinished Symphony.

- All female parts were sung by castrati. We don't know
exactly what they sounded like because there are no
known descendants.

- Young scholars have expressed their rapture for the
Bronze Lullaby, the Taco Bell Cannon, Beethoven's
Erotica, Tchaikovsky Cracknutter Suite, and Gershwin's
Rap City in Blue.

- Music sung by two people at the same time is called a
duel; if they sing without music it is called Acapulco.

- Avirtuoso is a musician with real high morals.
- Contralto is a low sort of music that only ladies sing.

- Probably the most marvelous fugue was the one
between the Hatfields and the McCoys.

- | know what a sextet is but I'd rather not say.

- Johann Sebastian Bach wrote a great many musical
compositions and had a large number of children. In
between he practiced on an old spinster which he kept
up in his attic.
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| walked into my sister's kitchen and found my nephew,
Mitch, having a snack.

"Where's your mother?" | asked.

"She said she was going to have a shower. Just a
second, I'll see."

Mitch went to the kitchen tap and turned the hot water
on full blast.

An indignant yell came from above.

Mitch calmly turned off the tap and said, "Yep, she's in
the shower."

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” —Marjorie Pay Hinckley

Redneck Mansion, complete with pool,
deck and many staircases!

My uncle in Detroit tried to make a new kind of car. He
took the engine from a Ford, the transmission from an
Oldsmobile, the tires from a Cadillac, and the exhaust
system from a Plymouth."

"Really? What did he get?"
"Fifteen years for theft."

August 31, 2008

Instructions for Yankees Moving to the South

1. Save all manner of bacon grease. You will be
instructed later how to use it.

2. If you forget a Southerner's name, refer to him
(or her) as "Bubba". You have a 75% chance of
being right.

3. Just because you can drive on snow and ice
does not mean we can. Stay home the two
days of the year it snows.

4. If you do run your car into a ditch, don't panic.
Four men in the cab of a four wheel drive with a
tow chain will be along shortly. Don't try to
help them. Just stay out of their way. This is
what they live for.

5. Don't be surprised to find movie rentals and
bait in the same store.

6. Do not buy food at the movie store.

7. If it can't be fried in bacon grease, it ain't worth
cooking, let alone eating.

8. Remember: "Y'all" is singular. "All y'all" is plural.
"All y'all's" is plural possessive.

9. There is nothing sillier than a Northerner
imitating a southern accent, unless it is a
southerner imitating a Boston accent.

10. Get used to hearing, "You ain't from around
here, are you?"

11. People walk slower here.

12. Don't be worried that you don't understand
anyone. They don't understand you either.

13. The first Southern expression to creep into a
transplanted Northerner's vocabulary is the
adjective "Big ol'", as in "big ol' truck" or "big ol'
boy". Eighty-five percent begin their new
southern-influenced dialect with this
expression. One hundred percent are in denial

about it.



14. The proper pronunciation you learned in school
is no longer proper.

15. If attending a funeral in the South, remember,
we stay until the last shovel of dirt is thrown on
and the tent is torn down.

16. If you hear a Southerner exclaim, "Hey, y'all,
watch this!" stay out of his way. These are likely
the last words he will ever say.

17. Most Southerners do not use turn signals, and
they ignore those who do. In fact, if you see a
signal blinking on a car with a southern license
plate, you may rest assured that it was on when
the car was purchased.

18. You can ask a Southerner for directions, but
unless you already know the positions of key
hills, trees and rocks, you're better off trying to
find it yourself.

19. The winter wardrobe you always brought out in
September can wait until November, if used at
all.

20. If there is the prediction of the slightest chance
of even the most minuscule accumulation of
snow, your presence is required at the local
grocery store. It does not matter if you need
anything from the store, it is just something
you're supposed to do.

21. Florida is not considered a southern state.
There are far more Yankees than Southerners
living there.

22. As you are fussing at the person driving 15 mph
in a 55 mph zone, directly in the middle of the
road, remember, many folks learned to drive on
a model of vehicle known as John Deere, and
this is the proper speed and lane position for
the vehicle.

| was on the phone trying to set up a furniture delivery.
"If you would like to arrange a delivery date, please
press one," the automated voice prompted me. "If you
would like to confirm delivery, please press two."

At that moment my three-year-old daughter let out an
ear-piercing shriek. "I'm sorry," the automated voice
said, "that is not a valid response."

Yup, it’s a ‘divorce’ cake.

A Southwest flight was delayed at the gate after
everyone had boarded.

The flight attendant said over the intercom, "We're
sorry for the delay. The machine that normally rips the
handles off your luggage is broken, so we're having to
do it by hand. We should be finished and on our way
shortly."

Don goes into business for himself. He buys a hotdog
cart and sets it up in a prime spot on a busy downtown
corner, right near a large bank.

One day, his friend Jim approaches him and asks Don if
he can lend him some money.

Don refuses.

"But why?" asks Jim. "Everyone knows you're doing
well, and I'm not asking for much."

"Well, Jim, in order to get this spot | had to sign a Non-
competition Agreement with that bank over there.
According to the terms of the agreement, they're don't
sell hot dogs, and | don't lend money."
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