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Master Strategist . . .

As an assistant professor, | taught during the day and
did research at night. | would usually take a break
around eight, however, to play the strategy game
Warcraft online with a teammate.

One night | was paired with a veteran of the game who
was a master strategist. With him at the helm, our
troops crushed one opponent after another, and after
six games we were undefeated. Suddenly, my fearless
leader informed me his mom wanted him to go to bed.

"How old are you?" | typed.
"Twelve," he replied. "How old are you?"

Feeling my face redden, | answered, "Ten."

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” -marjorie Pay Hinckiey

January 6, 2008

Spelling it right . . .

Working at an airline ticket counter, | pulled up a
passenger's reservation that showed his name as "Cole,
Pheven."

"I'd like to be certain our information is correct," | said
to him. "What is your first name?"

"It's Stephen," he replied. "I hope the reservation agent
got it right. | told him it's spelled with a ph."

Courtesy of Elder Clayton Howell, Canada Calgary Mission

The “Chip Master” strikes again!

On giving advice. ..

George had died. His lawyer is standing before the
family and reads out his Last Will and Testament.

"To my dear wife Mary, | leave the house, 50 acres of
land, and 1 million dollars. To my son Barry, | leave my
Big Lexus and the Jaguar. To my daughter Suzy, | leave
my yacht and $250,000. To my brother-in-law Jeff, who
always insisted that health is better than wealth, | leave
my sun lamp."

The TRUE value of chocolate.. . .

A good piece of chocolate has about 200 calories. As |
enjoy 2 servings per night, and a few more on
weekends. | consume 3,500 calories of chocolate in a
week, which equals one pound of weight per week.

Therefore...

In the last 3 1/2 years, | have had chocolate caloric
intake of about 180 pounds, and | only weigh 165
pounds, so without chocolate, | would have wasted
away to nothing about 3 months ago!

| owe my life to chocolate.



Ten things a cat thinks about . . .

1. | could have sworn | heard the can opener.

2. s there something I'm not getting when humans make
noise with their mouths?

3. Why doesn't the government do something about
dogs?

4. | wonder if Morris really liked 9-Lives, or did he have
alterior motives?

5. Hmmm... If dogs serve humans, and humans serve
cats, why can't we cats ever get these stupid dogs to
do anything for us?

6. This looks like a good spot for a nap.
7. Hey -- no kidding, I'm sure that's the can opener.

8. Would humans have built a vast and complex
civilization of their own if we cats hadn't given them a
reason to invent sofas and can openers in the first
place?

9. If there's a God, how can He allow neutering?

10. If that really was the can opener, I'll play finicky just to
let them know who's boss!

Customer service above all .. ..

Brandon, my grandson was working at a pet store that
offered free replacement fish to any that die. A lady
called and stated that her hamster had died.

The salesperson who answered the phone
misunderstood her, thinking it was a fish, told her to
place it in a plastic bag with water and return it so it
could be replaced.

The lady followed instructions to a "T" and brought her
dead hamster in a bag of water and handed to my
grandson and said "my hamster died."

Laughing he replied "Was that before or after you
placed it in the bag of water?"

He was fired for not showing sympathy to a customer!

AND curiosity got the cat!

Obeying the sign . ..

A crew of highway maintenance workers was sent to
repair some road signs that vandals had knocked down
in a forested area. The first one they put back up was a
symbol warning of a deer crossing.

As they moved down the road to repair the next sign,
one crew member looked back and spotted a deer
running across the highway.

Turning to a co-worker he said, "l wonder how long he's
been waiting to cross?"

Chicken farming.. ..

A life-long city man, tired of the rat race, decided he
was going to give up the city life, move to the country,
and become a chicken farmer. He found a nice, used
chicken farm, which he bought. It turns out that his next
door neighbor was also a chicken farmer. The neighbor
came for a visit one day and said, "Chicken farming isn't
easy. Tell you what. To help you get started, I'll give you
100 chickens."

The new chicken farmer was thrilled. Two weeks later
the new neighbor stopped by to see how things were
going. The new farmer said, "Not too good. All 100
chickens died."

The neighbor said, "Oh, | can't believe that. I've never
had any trouble with my chickens. I'll give you 100
more."

Another two weeks went by, and the neighbor stops in
again. The new farmer says, "You're not going to believe
this, but the second 100 chickens died too."

Astounded, the neighbor asked, "What went wrong?
What did you do to them?"

Well, says the new farmer, "I'm not sure whether I'm
planting them too deep or not far apart enough."

The value of books . . .
I’'m reading a book about anti-gravity.

| just can’t put it down!
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Politically correct. ..

Politicians have a constant need to be diplomatic.
Witness this candidate for the Senate who traveled to a
small town community to address the single church
there. Unfortunately, he had forgotten to ask which
denomination so that when it was time for his speech,
he inquired in this way:

“My brethren, all. | must tell you that my great
Grandfather was Presbyterian (absolute silence); but my
Grandmother was an Episcopalian (more silence); | must
tell you that my other Grandfather was a Catholic (deep
silence); while my other Grandmother was Methodist
(continued silence).

“But | must tell you that | had an aunt who was a Baptist
(loud cheers!) ...and | have always considered my aunt's
path to be the right one!"

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” -marjorie Pay Hinckiey

Yes, FANS can be dangerous to your health!

January 13, 2008

Dental Sign Language.. ..

You know how hard it is to talk to your dentist when
your teeth are being cleaned or you are getting a filling?
Well, | decided | would make up a sort of sign language
that you could use to express yourself without having to
mumble.

Below are 10 common things you might wish to say,
numbered 1-10. These would be printed on a poster
and mounted on the ceiling above the dentist chair.

It would give you something to read since procedures
can be boring. When a phrase seems appropriate, you
would just hold up the corresponding number of fingers
to express yourself. The dentist would not need to stop
to ask you to repeat yourself and could fix the problem
right away.

1. Everythingis fine, but my nose itches.

2. When you get a chance, there seems to be spit
running down my neck.

3. So, | guess you had garlic again for lunch today?

4. You realize that wasn't my tooth that you just
poked with that incredibly sharp tool.

5. | would REALLY prefer you didn't do that again.

6. Could you please suction the chunk of debris
that you missed before | gag?

7. Remember how I said | was numb? I think | may
have been mistaken.

8. Wait a minute -- maybe | am allergic to latex.

9. Just so you know, if | don't get to take a break
soon, | may bite you.

10. Please stop asking me stupid questions about
myself or | will take that paper mask off your
face.

More were recommended, but most people can’t use
their toes in conjunction with their fingers, and the
smell was an issue.



Making your own lunch. ..

My husband retired, and for the first time in over 40
years | had to think about preparing midday meals.

Tired of it after several months, | said, "I married you for
better or worse, but not for lunch."

"Fair enough; from now on I'll make my own," he
replied.

A few weeks later he had to go downtown on business
and invited me to join him afterwards.

"We could have lunch at that Chinese place we both
like," he suggested.

| happily agreed. At the restaurant the next day we
were seated, and the waiter came to take our order.

My husband looked up, a twinkle in his eyes and said,
"Separate checks, please..."

Maybe.

So the doctor brought the jar and told Mr. Thompson to
taste it.

He tasted it and immediately spit it out, "This is gross!"
he yelled.

"I just restored your sense of taste Mr. Thompson," said
the doctor.

So Mr. Thompson went home very mad.

One month later, Mr. Thompson went back to the
doctor along with a new problem, "Doc," he started, "I
can't remember anything!"

Thinking he had the doctor stumped now, he waited as
the doctor scratched his head, mumbled to himself a
little, and told Mr. Thompson, "What you need is jar
number 47..."

Immediately Mr. Thompson was cured and fled the
room!

Working Miracles?

A new miracle doctor had just arrived in town. He could
cure anything and anybody, and everyone was amazed
with what he could do - everyone except for Mr.
Thompson, the town skeptic.

Grumpy old Mr. Thompson went to this 'miracle doctor’
to prove that he wasn't anybody special. He went and
told the doctor, "Hey, doc, | have lost my sense of taste.
| can't taste nothin’, so what are ya goin' to do?"

The doctor scratched his head and mumbled to himself
a little, then told Mr. Thompson, "What you need is jar
number 47."

Estate Planning 101

When Dan found out he was going to inherit a fortune
when his sickly father died, he decided he needed a
woman to enjoy it with.

So, one evening he went to a singles bar where he
spotted the most beautiful woman he had ever seen.

Her natural beauty took his breath away. "l may look
like just an ordinary man," he said as he walked up to
her, "but in just a week or two, my father will die, and
I'll inherit 20 million dollars."

Impressed, the woman went home with him that
evening and, three days later, she became his
stepmother.

Women are so much smarter than men.

An ATM Problem?

This software engineer is on vacation in the western
U.S. when he stops to use an ATM to get some cash.

“I'm accustomed to being prompted for my language of
choice, and this particular ATM had a
nice list to choose from," says the engineer. "But after |
selected 'English,’ the next screen said: 'You have
selected English for your language. Please press Enter
to confirm your selection.’

“Gee, if I'd actually made a mistake and this was in a
foreign language, how would | know what to do?"
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Our family was dazzled by the sights and the bustling
crowds during a visit to Manhattan. "This is the city that
never sleeps," | told my eleven-year-old daughter.

"That's probably because there's a Starbucks on every
corner," she observed.

“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” -marjorie Pay Hinckiey

I guess it’s all a matter of perspective to some people.

January 20, 2008

A Stanford Medical research group advertised for
participants in a study of obsessive-compulsive
disorder. They were looking for therapy clients who had
been diagnosed with this disorder. The response was
gratifying; they got 300 responses the day after the ad
came out . .. all from the same person.

A young schoolboy was having a hard time pronouncing
the letter "R," and all the other kids were, of course,
teasing him about it.

To help him out, the teacher gave him a sentence to
practice at home: "Robert gave Richard a rap in the ribs
for roasting the rabbit so rare." In class a few days later,
the teacher asked the boy to recite the sentence out
loud.

The boy nervously eyed his classmates--many of them
already laughing at him--then replied, ""Bob gave Dick a
poke in the side because the bunny wasn't cooked
enough."

Mensa is an organization whose members have an 1Q of
140 or higher. A few years ago, there was a Mensa
Convention in San Francisco, and several members
lunched at a local cafe.

While dining, they discovered that their saltshaker
contained pepper and their pepper shaker was full of
salt. How could they swap the contents of the bottles
without  spilling, and using only the implements at
hand? Clearly this was a job for Mensal

The group debated and presented ideas, and finally
came up with a brilliant solution involving a napkin, a
straw, and an empty saucer. They called the waitress
over to dazzle her with their solution.

"Ma'am," they said, "we couldn't help but notice that
the pepper shaker contains salt and the salt shaker..."

"Oh," the waitress interrupted. "Sorry about that." She

unscrewed the caps of both bottles and switched them.

A doctor said to his patient: "You have a slight heart
condition, but | wouldn't worry about it."

"Really, Doc?" the patient replied. "Well, if you had a
slight heart condition | wouldn't worry about it either."

Beware of Companies With These Hiring Slogans:



"JOIN OUR FAST-PACED COMPANY": We have no time
to train you.

"CASUAL WORK ATMOSPHERE": We don't pay enough
to expect that you'll dress up.

"MUST BE DEADLINE ORIENTED": You'll be six months
behind on your first day.

"SOME OVERTIME REQUIRED": Some each night and
some each weekend.

"DUTIES WILL VARY": Anyone in the office can boss you
around.

"MUST HAVE AN EYE FOR DETAIL": We have no quality
control.

New 8-Second Workout to develop “hard” abs.

A senior citizen was clearing out his attic when he came
upon an old painting and a violin. Thinking they might
be valuable, he took them to the auction house to be
valued.

After studying them, the appraiser said, "Mr Cooper, |
have good news and | have bad news."

"What's the good news?" the senior asked.

"The good news is that you have a Stradivarius and a
Picasso," replied the appraiser.

"Fantastic! What's the bad news?"

"Well sir, the bad news is that Stradivarius was a very
bad painter and Picasso was no good with violins."

“As of tomorrow, employees will only be able to access
the building using individual security cards. Pictures will
be taken next Wednesday and employees will receive
their cards in two weeks.” (This was the winning quote
from Fred Dales at Microsoft Corp in Redmond, WA.)

“What | need is a list of specific unknown problems we
will encounter.” (Lykes Lines Shipping)

“E-mail is not to be used to pass on information or data.
It should be used only for company business.”
(Accounting manager, Electric Boat Company)

“This project is so important, we can't let things that are
more important interfere with it.” (Advertising /
Marketing manager, United Parcel Service)

“Doing it right is no excuse for not meeting the
schedule. No one will believe you solved this problem
in one day! We've been working on it for months. Now,
go act busy for a few weeks and I'll let you know when
it's time to tell them.” (R&D supervisor, Minnesota
Mining and Manufacturing/3M Corp.)

Quote from the Boss: "Teamwork is a lot of people
doing what | say." (Marketing executive, Citrix
Corporation)

We recently received a memo from senior management
saying: "This is to inform you that a memo will be issued
today regarding the subject mentioned above."
(Microsoft, Legal Affairs Division)

One day my Boss asked for a status report concerning a
project | was working on. | asked him if tomorrow would
be soon enough. He said "If | wanted it tomorrow, |
would have waited until tomorrow to ask for it!" (New
business manager, Hallmark Greeting Cards.)

Recently, a magazine ran a contest. They were looking
for people to submit quotes from their real-life
managers. Here are some of the submissions:

E GIRL ACROSS T
1S FLIRTING

Sorry, Elder. You still have six months left.
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“A sense of humor keeps life interesting...” -marjorie Pay Hinckiey
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“I saw that we have one dog and they had four.

“We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our
garden and they have a creek that has no end.

“We have imported lanterns in our garden and they
have the stars at night.

“Our patio reaches to the front yard and they have the
whole horizon.

“We have a small piece of land to live on and they have
fields that go beyond our sight.

“We have servants who serve us, but they serve others.
“We buy our food, but they grow theirs.

“We have walls around our property to protect us; they
have friends to protect them.”

The boy’s father was speechless.

Then his son added, “Thanks Dad for showing me how
poor we are.”

Wealthy or Poor?

One day, the father of a very wealthy family took his
son on a trip to the country with the express purpose of
showing him how poor people live.

They spent a couple of days and nights on the farm of
what would be considered a very poor family. On their
return from their trip, the father asked his son, “How
was the trip?”

“It was great, Dad.”
“Did you see how poor people live?” the father asked.
“Oh yeah,” said the son.

“So tell me. What did you learn from the trip?” asked
the father.

The son answered:

Hunting Feedback. ..

| love the outdoors, and because of my passion for
hunting and fishing, my family eats a considerable
amount of wild game.

| guess they eat so much, in fact, that one evening as |
set a platter of broiled venison steaks on the dinner
table, my ten-year-old daughter looked up and said,
"Boy, it sure would be nice if pizzas lived in the woods."

Word Play.. ..

A friend and her young son, Reid, were browsing in a
large bookstore. Engrossed in making a selection, my
friend had lost sight of her child. "Reid!" she called out,
noticing the boy was missing. "Reid!"



Just as she spotted her son in the next aisle, she
bumped into another customer. "Pardon me, ma'am,"
he said, "but most folks come here because they
already like to read. No sense wasting your time trying
to convince them."

I debated on this one, but succumbed to temptation:

Your husband & suffermg from a very severe stress
dsorder.Lf you don't do the followmg he willsurely
die.Each morning fix him a healthy breakfast. Be
pleasant at alltimes. For wnch make him a nutritious
meal, For dinner prepare an especially nice meal
Neo chores, No nagging, Ch yes, and make love
several ime& a week Do this for the next year and
he'liregei his health

completely!

What did the doclorsay ?

You're going to die!

What'’s a bishop to do if Mitt becomes president?

A Washington , DC . top congressional policy advisor
who is also LDS, has said the vast majority of GOP
congressmen are endorsing Mitt Romney. He thought a
Mitt presidency was no longer improbable, but, it is
now something that 'could happen.

0..., if Mitt Romney became President of the US (code
name POTUS) won't we have something we've never
had before -- a president who goes to a specific church?

All other presidents belonged to religions that didn't
have tight congregational boundaries. Now, think about
that: What Ward would POTUS be in?

If you are his new Bishop, here are your top 10
questions:

1. Will you allow an inaugural ball to be held in the
cultural hall? Do you mount security cameras
on top of each basketball rim and have a
secret service detail stationed on the stage?

2. Can you call Mitt and Ann as the Nursery
leaders... even if you really feel inspired?

3. Who is going to home teach them? Will you call
someone who needs activation but may not
pass the vetting and national security creening?

4. If Harry Reid and Mitt Romney are in the same
High Priest group, will you need to be there to
keep order?

5. Exactly how will tithing settlement work? Will
the Secretary of the Treasury come too?

6. Will you be inviting the new Romney family to
speak in Sacrament Meeting... and if they go a
little over at what point do you ask them to
sit down?

7. Will the Secret Service do a sweep of the
building before each meeting? And if the
Romney's always leave before Sunday School,
will the Sunday School president need to
interview them? If they stay, where will you
hold the class?

8. Can you call the Secret Service agents to help
out in Primary?

9. If you give Mitt a calling and the two Democrats
in the Ward raise their hand AGAINST
sustaining him - partly out of habit - does the
Supreme Court need to be involved?

10. If you can't give them a calling (job), and they
don't attend very often (for presidential stuff)
will that mean they're 'inactive?' If they're not
active, can you give them a Temple
recommend? And if you do, can they go? Will
the Secret Service have to screen the temple
too?

And here is a bigger question: If the President wants to
hold Sacrament Meeting at Camp David or the White
House for security reasons, is that a conflict of Church
and State?

Next week we’ll discuss problems of home teaching,
both being assigned as his home teacher or him being
assigned as yours.
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