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The strong young man at the construction site was
bragging that he could out do anyone in a feat of strength.  He
made a special case of making fun of one of the older
workmen.

After several minutes, the older worker had had enough.
"Why don't you put your money where your mouth is?" he said.
"I will bet a week's wages that I can haul something in a
wheelbarrow over to that building that you won't be able to
wheel back."

"You're on, old man," the young guy replied.

The old man reached out and grabbed the wheelbarrow by
the handles.  Then he turned to the young man and said,
"Alright.  Get in."

Hey, since we're now living in the time of e-mail and the
more common use of the written language, it is time for an
English lesson.  So, with tongue firmly in cheek, here are some
rules to keep in mind when using the Queen's Engerlish:

 1. Verbs has to agree with their subjects.

2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.

3. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction.

4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.

5. Avoid cliches like the plague. (They're old hat).

6. Always avoid annoying alliteration.

7. Be more or less specific.

8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually)
unnecessary.

9. Also, too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies.

10. No sentence fragments. No comma splices, run-ons are bad
too.

11. Contractions aren't helpful and shouldn't be used.

12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.

13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than
necessary; it's highly superfluous.

14. One should never generalize.

15. Comparisons are as bad as cliches.

16. Don't use no double negatives.

17. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc.

18. One-word sentences? Eliminate.

19. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake.

20. The passive voice is to be ignored.

21. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary. Parenthetical
words however should be enclosed in commas.

22. Never use a big word when a diminutive one would
suffice.

23. Kill all exclamation points!!!!

24. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use them.

25. Understatement is probably not the best way to propose
earth shattering ideas.

26. Use the apostrophe in it's proper place and omit it when
its not needed.

27. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "I hate quotations. Tell me
what you know."

28. If you've heard it once, you've heard it a thousand times:
resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million can use it
correctly.

29. Puns are for children, not groan readers.

30. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid colloquialisms.

31. Even if a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed.

32. Who needs rhetorical questions?

3 3 .  E x a g g e r a t i o n  i s  a  m i l l i o n  t i m e s  w o r s e  t h a n
understatement.

34. Proofread carefully to see if you any words out.

I had a friend who had just been made bishop who stood
at  the pulpit one Sunday morning wearing a pair of new
bifocals. The reading portion of the glasses improved his
vision considerably, but the top portion of the glasses didn't
work so well. In fact he was experiencing dizziness every
time he looked through them. 

He explained to the congregation that the new glasses
were  causing problems, "I hope you will excuse my
continually  removing my glasses," he said. "You see when I
look down I can see fine, but when I look at you, it makes me
sick."

Ford has added wires to the rear window to clear fog and
frost.  Dodge is adding wires under the wipers so they can be
freed when frozen and not burn up the motor.



But Chevy is adding the wire elements to the tailgates on
all of their trucks to keeps your hands warm while you're
pushing!

"Ladies and gentlemen, before we begin, a special
announcement - the National Security Alert has now been
l owered back down to 'elevated'. Have you got that? It's been
lowered to 'elevated'. I hope that clears up any confusion." --
Jay Leno

"This isn't right, this isn't even wrong." --Wolfgang Pauli 
(1900-1958), upon reading a young physicist's paper

"My father would say things that made no sense at all,
like, 'If I were the last person on earth, some moron would turn
left in front of me.'" --Louie Anderson 

My husband was once employed in the printing division
of a large manufacturing firm.  One morning, word came from
the top that some visiting VIPs would be touring the plant in
just a few minutes. All production was immediately shut down
as employees scrambled to quickly tidy up the work place. 

When the appointed lookout yelled, "Here they come!" fifty
fingers that were poised over fifty machine start-up buttons
pressed down in unison and blew every fuse in the building.

Ten Common Full-Time Employee Illness

1. The Macy's One Day Sale Flu.

2. The Drivers License Renewal Appointment 24-Hour Virus.

3. The Friday-Afternoon-Start-The-Weekend-Early Sudden 
Unbearable Stomach Pains.

4. The I'm Looking for a New Job and I Don't Know How Long
  It's Going to Take, but I Want To Stay On The Payroll  Until
Then Mysterious Infection.

5. The My Boyfriend's Got the Week Off So Suddenly I'm Too
 Contagious To Come In To The Office Disease.

6. The I Need a Hair Cut and My Stylist Doesn't Make Evening
 Appointments Bout of Influenza.

7. The There's No Federal Holidays for Two Months and I
Want  a Day Off Sickness.

8. The It's Spring Break and I Want To Pretend I'm a Teenager
 Again General Ailment.

9. The I've Messed Up Royally and I Won't Come In To Face
the  Music Terminal Illness.

10. The I Really Am Sick and I've Got The Doctor's Bills and  

the Completed Medical Expense Reimbursement Forms to
Prove It Infirmity.

Our company offers a bonus award for employee ideas
that improve safety, quality or performance. A co-worker
noticed there was a power switch suspended 16 feet over our
machinery. He suggested that a chain be attached to the
switch, allowing it to be pulled for quick shut-off in an
emergency. 

The suggestion went through channels and was
rejected. One reason given was that "the chain might be
pushed up one day, accidentally turning the power switch
on."

One day a State Trooper was pulling off an expressway
near Chicago.

When he turned onto the street at the end of the ramp, he
noticed someone at a chicken place getting into his car.

The driver placed the bucket of chicken on top of his
car, got in and drove off with the bucket still on top of his car.

So the trooper decides to pull him over and perform a
community service by giving the driver his chicken.

So he pulled him over, walked up to the car, pulled the
bucket off the roof and offered it to the driver.

The driver looks at the trooper and says, "No thanks, I
just bought some."

Having moved 15 times during our 37-year marriage, my
husband and I appreciate movers who take the time to label
carefully boxes they pack for us.

The accuracy of labels can make a huge difference
when we try to find something right away.

My favorite was done by one guy who attached this
sticker to a box - obviously not knowing how to spell the
best one word description:

"Animals you hit with a stick at a Mexican party."

Dave went on a business trip for a few days.  When he
returned, his wife reported that the dog really missed him.

"She spent every night at the front door, awaiting your
return," she said.

"What an example of true love," Dave replied.  "I wonder
if you'd be that concerned about me?"

"Honey," she answered, "if you were gone overnight, and
I didn't know where you were, you can be sure I'd be waiting
for you at the front door."
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After enlisting in the 82nd Airborne Division, I
eagerly asked my Recruiter what I could expect from
jump school.

"Well," he said, "its three weeks long."

"What else," I asked.

"The first week they separate the men from the
boys," he said.

"The second week, they separate the men from
the fools."

"And the third week?" I asked.

"The third week, the fools jump."

A young lawyer, just out of Law School, was
pleading his first case in South Carolina.

A train had killed twenty-four pigs, and the young
attorney was trying to impress the jury with the
magnitude of the injury.

"Yes, Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, twenty-
four pigs.  Imagine, twenty-four pigs.  Twice the
number there are in the jury box."

After living in our house for four years, we were
moving out of state. My husband had backed the
truck up to our garage door so that we could start
loading all of the boxes. Just then one of our
neighbors came walking across the lawn carrying a
plate full of muffins. 

"Isn't that thoughtful," my husband said to me.
"They must have realized that we packed our
kitchen stuff." 

The neighbor stuck out his hand and boomed,
"Welcome to the neighborhood!"

A diner at a country inn is shocked to see on the
menu a dish of "hickory-smoked possum jowls in
syrup." He summons a waiter to complain.

The waiter looks at the menu. Then he flings it
down and yells to the owner in the kitchen, "Hey, the
printers for-got to translate the menu into French
again!"

Old man Johnson limped into the doctor's office
and said, "Doc, my right knee hurts so bad, I can
hardly walk!"

The doctor slowly eyed him from head to toe,
paused and then said, "Mr. Johnson, just how old
are you?"

"98!" Johnson announced proudly.

The doctor just sighed, and looked at him again.
.  .

Finally he said, "Sir, I'm sorry.  I mean, just look at
you.  You're practically one hundred years old, and
you're complaining that your knee hurts?  Well,
what did you expect?"

The old man said, "Well, my other knee is 98
years old too, and it don't hurt!"

Some racehorses are staying in a stable.  One
of them starts to boast about his track record.  "In
the last 16 races, I've won 8 of them!"

Another horse breaks in, "Well in the last 27
races, I've won 20!!"

"Oh that's good, but in the last 37 races, I've
won 29!" says another, flicking his tail.

At this point, they notice that a greyhound dog
has been sitting there listening.

"I don't mean to boast," says the greyhound, "but



in my last 91 races, I've won 89 of them!"
The horses are clearly amazed.

"Wow!" says one, after a hushed silence.  "A
talking dog."

While my wife and I were shopping at a mall
kiosk, a shapely young woman in a short, short skirt
strolled by. My eyes in- voluntarily followed her as
she walked.

Without looking up from the item she was
examining, my wife asked, "Was that worth the
trouble you're in now?" 

It was 6 p.m., and I was about to leave the coin
laundry where I was employed. My boss called me
over and asked if I would mind dropping off
someone's laundry on my way home. "It's for my
cousin," she apologized, "who's eight months
pregnant and can't get out much anymore." I
cheerfully agreed and, driving to the address,
knocked at the door. A little girl, the sister-to-be,
answered. 

"Hi, there," I said with a big smile. "Is your mommy
home?" 
Holding up the white bundle of clothes, I explained, "I
have a delivery for her." 

The child's mouth dropped, and her eyes went
wide. "Mom!" She shrieked, "come quick! It's the stork!"

These two persons are discussing whether the
state of Hawaii is pronounced 'Havaii,' or 'Hawaii.'

So there they stood arguing and arguing, until
they decided to ask a person that was walking by.
So they asked a gentleman: 'Excuse me sir, is Hawaii
pronounced 'Hawaii' or 'Havaii?''

The gentleman said, 'Havaii.'

So they both looked at each other, and as the
gentleman was leaving, one of the two said to him,
'Thank you.'

The gentleman replied by saying, 'Your velcome.'

We had made some changes in our lives.  My
husband had lost 50 pounds and after eight years
of being a housewife, I had taken a job in a
restaurant.

When I returned home after my first day at work,
I gave my husband a big hug.

He seemed to cling to me longer than usual.

"Did you really miss me that much today, dear?"
I asked.

"No," came the reply.

"But you smell so much like pancakes that I hate
to let you go."

When his eyes began to give him trouble, a man
went to a ophthalmologist in Prague.

The doctor showed the patient the eye chart,
displaying the letters CVKPNWXSCZ.

"Can you read that?" the doctor asked.

"Can I read it?" the Czech replied.  "I dated his
sister!"

"When you're a parent you're a prisoner of war.
You can't go anywhere without paying someone to
come and look after your kids. 

“In the old days, babysitters were paid about 50
cents an hour, and they'd steam clean the carpet
and detail your car. Now they've got their own
union. 

“I couldn't afford it, so I asked my mother to
come over. The sitters called her a scab and beat
her up on the front lawn." -Robert G. Lee

Another week gone by...man, times really flies.  Only
ten and a half months until Christmas...AGAIN!
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What if Biblical characters could be recruited as
high-tech promoters?  Consider the following tech
advocates and their ad slogans:

Noah for Match.com: We can find a mate for
anything.  Why not you?

Moses for the Excedrin Headache Resource
Center (Excedrin.com):Take two tablets and call me
in the morning.

The dove for UPS.com: Guaranteed delivery in
40 days and 40 nights.

Adam and Eve for Dell: No Apples for us.  We've
learned the hard way.

Solomon for Microsoft: Don't cut the baby in half.

Joseph for Nikon Coolpix: Only Nikon can
capture the 36-bit color of my megapixel dreamcoat.

Methuselah for AARP.org: Life begins at 960.
Pharaoh for Symantec: If only we'd had Norton

AntiPlague 2002 in 2002... B.C.E.

Job for NASDAQ: 'Nuff said.

A gentleman goes to an estate sale and notices
that one of the items for sale is a large parrot.

He's always wanted a talking bird, so when it
comes up for bid he offers $50.

The bidding proceeds hot and heavy with
someone always bidding ten dollars more than he
until the parrot is finally sold to him for $1,500.

When he goes to get the bird, he asks the
auctioneer, "Can the bird talk?"

The auctioneer replied, "Who do you think was
bidding against you?"

When short hemlines came back into fashion, I
dug an old miniskirt out of my closet. I tried it on, but

couldn't figure out what to do with my other leg.

Sound travels slowly. Sometimes the things you
say when your kids are teenagers don't reach them
till they're in their 40s.

Every time I walk into a singles bar I can hear
Mom's wise words: "Don't pick that up, you don't
know where it's been."

A soldier was asked to report to headquarters
for assignment.   The sergeant said: "We have a
critical shortage of typists.  I'll give you a little test.
Type this," he ordered, giving him a pamphlet to copy
and a sheet of paper, and pointing to a desk across
the room that held a typewriter and an adding
machine. 

The soldier, quite reluctant to become a clerk
typist, made a point of typing very slowly, and saw
to it that his work contained as many errors as
possible.

The sergeant gave the typed copy only a brief
glance. "That's fine," he said. "Report for work at 8
tomorrow." 

"But aren't you going to check the test?" the
prospective clerk asked. 

The sergeant grinned. "You passed the test
when you sat down at the typewriter instead of at
the adding machine."

Q: What's Bruce Lee's favorite drink?  A:
Wataaaaaaaaaaaa!

[Keep telling this one to your friends. It gets funnier
and funnier every time you tell it.]



Did you know that Cinderella was a lousy basketball
player?  What did you expect? She only had a
PUMPKIN for a coach!

Somewhat skeptical of his son's newfound
determination to become Charles Atlas, the father
nevertheless followed the teenager over to the
weight-lifting department, admiring a set of weights.

"Please, Dad," pleaded the boy, "I promise I'll use
'em every day."

"I don't know, Michael.  It's really a commitment on
your part," the father pointed out.

"Please, Dad?" the boy continued.

"They're not cheap either," the father came back.

"I'll use 'em Dad, I promise.  You'll see."
Finally won over, the father paid for the

equipment and headed for the door.

From the corner of the store he heard his son
yelp, "What!  You mean I have to carry them to the
car?"

Returning from a trip to visit my grandmother in
Canada, I was stopped by a state trooper in New
York for exceeding the speed limit.

Grateful to have received a warning instead of a
ticket, I gave him a small bag of my grandmother's
delicious chocolate-chip cookies and proceeded on
my way.

A short time later, I was stopped by another
trooper.

"What have I done?" I asked.

"Nothing," the trooper said, smiling.  "I heard you
were passing out great chocolate-chip cookies."

During a recent business trip to Boeing's Everett,
Washington factory, I noticed several 747 and 777
airliners being assembled. Before the engines were
installed, huge weights were hung from the wings to

keep the planes balanced. The solid-steel weights
were bright yellow and marked, "14,000 lbs." 

But what I found particularly interesting was
some stenciling I discovered on the side of each
weight. Imprinted there was the warning: "Remove
before flight."

Judi and Gayle (both blondes) were at an auto
show. There they saw a hot-rod with a jacked up
rear.

"Judi, why is the back end higher than the
front?" Gayle asked.

"Don't you know ANYTHING?" Judi sighed
exasperated. "If you've got the back up like that,
then you're always going downhill!"

The easiest way to make your old car run better
is to check the prices of a new car.

For every person with a spark of genius, there
are a hundred with ignition trouble.

If you always take time to stop and smell the
roses...sooner or later, you'll inhale a bee.

Looking in the mall for a nightgown, I tried my
luck in a store known for its sexy lingerie. To my
delight, however, I found just what I was looking for.
Waiting in the line to pay, I noticed a young woman
behind me holding the same item. This confirmed
what I suspected all along: despite being nearly 50,
I still have a very "with it" attitude. 

"I see we have the same taste," I said proudly to
the 20-something behind me. 

"Yes," she replied. "I'm getting this for my mother."

Don’t groan too hard...there’s more
coming next week.  Have a good one.
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WHACKY DEFINITIONS:

SALESMAN -- man with ability to convince wife she'd look
fat in mink.

CANNIBAL -- person who likes to see other people stewed.

EGOCENTRIC -- a person who believes he is everything you
know you are.

MAGAZINE -- bunch of printed pages that tell you what's
coming in the next issue.

COLLEGE: The four-year period when parents are permitted
access to the telephone.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: Police station, fire department
and places that deliver.

OPERA: When a guy gets stabbed in the back and instead
of bleeding he sings.

BUFFET: A French word that means "Get up and get it
yourself."

BABY-SITTER: A teen-ager who must behave like an adult
so that the adults who are out can behave like teen-agers.

TRAFFIC LIGHT -- apparatus that automatically turns red
when your car approaches.

PIONEER -- early American who was lucky enough to find
his way out of the woods.

PEOPLE -- some make things happen, some watch things
happen, and the majority have no idea what's happened.

SWIMMING POOL -- a mob of people with water in it.

SELF-CONTROL -- the ability to eat only one peanut.

TATTOO: Permanent proof of temporary insanity.

After eight days  of backpacking with my wife Linda, we
were looking pretty scruffy. One morning she came to
breakfast in a baseball cap, her shoulder length hair
sticking out at odd angles. 

"Terry," she said, "does my hair make me look like a
water buffalo?" 

I thought for a moment, then said, "If I tell you the
truth, do you promise not to charge?"

A German farmer with relatives in the US promised
them some fresh pork sausages made by hand from his
very own stock of pigs. But as the weeks went by they
gave him a call to complain that the package had not yet
arrived. 

He told them, "Don't worry. The wurst is yet to come."

Four-year-old Johnny was eating a hot dog when he
dropped it on the floor. He quickly picked it up and was
about to take another bite when his mom said, "No,
Johnny, you can't eat that now it has germs." 

Johnny pondered the thought a moment and replied,
"Heavenly Father, germs, and Santa Claus - that's all I ever
hear and I haven't seen one of them yet!"

A young city boy visiting a dude ranch wanted to be
appear macho, so he went out walking with one of the
hired hands.

As they were walking through the barnyard, the visitor
tried to begin a conversation, "Say, isn't that a fine-looking
bunch of cows over there."

The hired hand replied, "Not 'bunch,' it's 'herd.'"

"Heard what?"

"Herd of cows."

"Sure, I've heard of cows!" finished the city boy
excitedly, "there's a big bunch of 'em right over there."



Aboard a flight from L.A.  to New York, Grandma Esther
was taking her very first flight.  They had only been aloft a
few minutes when the elderly lady complained to the
stewardess that her ears were popping.

The girl smiled and gave the older woman some
chewing gum, assuring her that many people experienced
the same discomfort.

When they landed in New York, Grandma thanked the
stewardess.

"The chewing gum worked fine," she said, "but tell me,
how do I get it out of my ears?"

"Every parent has dreams for a child. In one dream, the
kid is saying, "I'm proud to accept this Nobel Prize..." In the
other dream, the kid is asking, "D'ya want fries with that?"
 --Robin Williams

"Some people are born on third base and go through life
thinking they hit a triple." --Barry Switzer

You're like some sort of super hero: able to ward off
success at every turn. --The Drew Carey Show 

In my husband's  work for a cable-television company,
he encounters illegal hookups that drive up costs for other
customers. One day he arrived at a repair job just as the
homeowner was pulling into the driveway. She pointed the
way to the den, where the tv was located, and then walked
out to get the mail. 

As my husband approached the tv, he saw a note taped
to the screen. It read: "Don't forget to hide the descramblers
before the cable guy comes. Love, Tom." 

"Growing up, my Mom always claimed to feel bad when
a bird would slam head-first into our living room window.  If
she REALLY felt bad, though, she'd have moved the bird
feeder outside."  --Rich Johnson

A schoolteacher is a disillusioned woman who used to
think she liked children.

"Women only have two complaints. Nothing to wear,
and not enough closet space for it."

"NEXT," the conference emcee announced, "we have
the chief of the Minnesota State Patrol, Roger Ledding,
who is here with his lovely wife, Beverly." 

The chief took his place at the lectern. "I'm a little
nervous," he began, "getting up before this distinguished
audience and speaking today. But not nearly as nervous
as I will be tonight when I must go home with my wife,
Audrey, and explain Beverly to her!" 

"I had the strangest dream last night," a young man
told his psychiatrist. "I saw my mother but, when she
turned around to look at me, I noticed that she had your
face. As you can imagine, I found this very disturbing. In
fact, I woke up immediately and couldn't get back to sleep.
I just lay there in bed waiting for morning to come. Then I
got up, drank a Coke, and came right over here for my
appointment. I thought you could help me explain the
meaning of this strange dream."

The psychiatrist was silent for a minute before
responding: "A Coke? That's a breakfast?"

Reality is merely an illusion, albeit a very persistent
one.   --Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

"Trial by jury is the palladium of our liberties. I do not
know what a palladium is, but I am sure it is a good thing!"
--Mark Twain

"There are three faithful friends-an old wife, an old dog,
and ready money." --Benjamin Franklin

After an hour of "Just a little more white, two squirts of
blue, a dash of black, perhaps a tad more white," the paint
store clerk got my gallon to the exact shade I wanted.
With a sigh of relief, he pounded the lid on. 

"Now what do I do if I need more paint?" I asked. 

"Don't come back here," he begged. 

Soon after our high-tech company moved into a new
building, we had trouble with the elevators. A manager got
stuck between floors and, after some door banging, finally
attracted attention. His name was taken and rescue


